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Instructional Faculty Consortium Committee Meeting (IFCC) 

 
PROGRAM: Business Management 

DATE: 3/12/2026 
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Approval of Minutes 

The previous meeting minutes related to the MGMT IFCC Consortium were reviewed and read by Dr. Baker. 
Following the review, Dr. Baker made a motion to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Jimmy 
Habersham. The meeting minutes were then unanimously approved. 

 
 

TCSG Updates 

Dr. Baker introduced Mrs. Liz Noles, the new Business Management Curriculum Coordinator from TCSG. 
Mrs. Noles introduced herself to the group and provided an overview of the AI Innovation Group, where TCSG 
has designed and developed AI training modules. She emphasized that business and industry are increasingly 
expecting TCSG to provide learners with more instruction and content related to the practical application of 
artificial intelligence. 
 
Mrs. Noles then provided information regarding the AP Exam and the AP Business Course Components, including 
the associated units and topics. She asked the committee to vote on which of the current courses align most 
closely with the AP Business course components. Committee members unanimously selected MGMT 1120 – 
Introduction to Business, noting that the course currently aligns most closely with the AP Business and Personal 
Finance course units and topics. 
 
Jimmy Habersham asked how the standardization of the AP test would assist high school learners. Dr. Baker 
responded that the initiative is intended to provide another pathway for high school students to enter the 
workforce pipeline in a shorter period of time. Mrs. Noles also indicated that future meetings will be held at 
central locations such as Macon, Milledgeville, Dublin, or Warner Robins. 
 

 
 

Election of New Chair and Co-Chair 
 
Dr. Baker took the floor following Mrs. Noles and announced that it was time to elect a Chair and Co-Chair, both 
of which are two-year positions. Dr. Baker opened the floor for nominations and discussion among committee 
members. The nominations were Tina Jernigan for Chair and Dr. Ogundo for Co-Chair. Dr. Baker made a motion 
to approve the nominations, which were seconded by Dr. Frank Amaro. The committee unanimously approved 
the election of Ms. Tina Jernigan as Chair and Dr. Ogundo as Co-Chair. 
 

 

New Business/Business Management Updates 

Dr. Cassandra Baker 
 

Course Objectives and Updates 
Dr. Baker reintroduced the group to the Course Objectives Updates and Deletions and asked committee 
members to review the document and provide comments or suggested changes. Dr. Baker also emphasized the 
distinction between Business Technology and Business Management, explaining that Business Technology 
focuses on competing with other IT-related training providers, while Business Management is more historical and 
foundational in nature. Ms. Tina Jernigan indicated that it may not be necessary to overhaul many courses within 
the program. She suggested that the Team Project course, for example, should not remain part of the diploma 
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program and should be removed. Dr. Baker reiterated that the Course Objectives Updates document was created 
as a tool to accommodate the schedules of busy committee members and to provide a more efficient way to 
review and update curriculum rather than conducting a more time-consuming deep dive, as Ms. Jernigan had 
mentioned. 
Dr. Baker then turned the meeting over to Ms. Jernigan to begin organizing committees by region (Northern, 
Central, and Southern) and noted that a chair would also need to be selected for each region. Ms. Wanda Belvin 
from Chattahoochee Technical College suggested that the group reconsider its approach by reviewing a small 
number of courses at a time in order to achieve incremental progress. Jimmy Habersham agreed with Ms. 
Belvin’s perspective. Ms. Belvin further noted that when implementing change, the committee should remain 
supportive of the process and allow the changes to remain in place unless it becomes clear that adjustments are 
needed. Ms. Jernigan clarified that her concept of a “deep dive” simply involves collaborating with committee 
members to determine whether any curriculum changes are necessary. She also stated that two committee 
members would be selected from each region. Dr. Baker concluded the discussion by tabling the Curriculum 
Updates for further work under the leadership of the new chair, Ms. Tina Jernigan. 

 
Business Management Executive Board Formation and Chairs 

 
Chair for Southern Region: Ms. Lane 
Chair for Central Region: Dr. Frank Amaro 
Chair for North Region: Dr. Mattalene Wilcher, DBA, CLC  
Co-Chair: Dr. Keith McNelly 
With possible date for the subcommittee meeting on August 10th, 2026 
 

The Use of OER 
 
Dr. Baker cautioned the committee to be mindful when using Open Educational Resources (OER) because of 
varying copyright requirements and potential infringement issues. Dr. Baker noted that while many OER 
materials have minimal restrictions typically requiring attribution to the original author. Some licenses may 
prohibit commercial use (CC BY-NC) or require that modified content be shared under the same license (CC BY-
SA). Ms. Noles added that approval for the use of OER materials is determined at the individual college level. 
 
Book to learn about on Creative Commons License: https://a.co/d/0dkI0G4k 
 

 

Recruitment and Retention 

Ms. Lane from Albany Technical College indicated that the college will be hosting an Open House next month to 
engage and involve the community within its service delivery area. 

Articulation Agreements 

https://a.co/d/0dkI0G4k
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Ms. Noles indicated that we now have an articulation agreement with Mercer University. She pointed out how 
TCSG courses/ curriculum crosswalk over to Mercer’s Curriculum. Georgia Governor Brian Kemp announced new 
articulation agreements between the Technical College System of Georgia (TCSG) and Mercer University that 
create seamless transfer pathways for technical college students to earn bachelor’s degrees. Graduates from any 
of TCSG’s 22 colleges can transfer into Mercer’s Bachelor of Business Administration programs (Accounting, 
Business Technology, Human Resource Management, and Management), and nursing graduates with an 
Associate of Science in Nursing (ASN) can transition into Mercer’s RN-to-BSN program. The agreements aim to 
reduce barriers to degree completion, minimize lost credits, and save students time and money while 
strengthening Georgia’s workforce pipeline. This partnership supports Georgia’s broader workforce development 
strategy and builds on previous articulation agreements in fields such as nursing, teaching, cybersecurity, and 
accounting. https://gov.georgia.gov/press-releases/2026-01-28/gov-kemp-announces-tcsg-mercer-transfer-
agreements 
 
Ms. Noles also stated that Western Governors University is working on an articulation agreement with TCSG. 

 
 
 
 
 

Best Practices 

 
Dr. Keith McNeely reported that the use of Open Educational Resources (OERs) at his college has been successful, 
noting that students benefit by not having to pay for textbooks. Mr. Jimmy Habersham shared that Columbus 
Technical College uses Certiport as a course exit test, explaining that it meets industry standards and serves as a 
recognized certification that has proven effective. 
 
Dr. Baker also noted that learners may be able to access LinkedIn Learning for free through a public library card, 
such as through the PINES library system. In addition, Dr. Baker discussed various tools, techniques, and strategies 
for applying artificial intelligence in the classroom. Ms. Jernigan shared that she has been using AI to help create 
rubrics, and Dr. Baker provided an overview of how chatbots can be developed to help automate aspects of 
grading assignments and papers. 
 
Accessibility 
 
https://intranet.tcsg.edu/accessibility/training/ 
 
Mrs. Nole indicated PAVE – PDF will make PDFs accessible. https://pave-pdf.org/ 
 
 

Other Updates 

Dr. Baker informed the committee that the Governor has signed the budget for both the University System of 
Georgia (USG) and the Technical College System of Georgia (TCSG). Dr. Baker also noted that this information was 
recently released through the Governor’s latest press announcement. 
Dr. Baker further shared that the Dreams Scholarship will provide up to $3,000 for eligible students. To qualify, 
students must be Georgia residents, enrolled at least half-time, and employed at least part-time. 
https://www.usgfoundation.org/scholarships_and_reports/dreams 
 
In addition, Dr. Baker noted that Yamaha has posted several job openings on its website to fill positions at its new 
headquarters in Kennesaw, Georgia. Finally, Dr. Baker mentioned the Georgia Workforce Conference, scheduled 

https://gov.georgia.gov/press-releases/2026-01-28/gov-kemp-announces-tcsg-mercer-transfer-agreements
https://gov.georgia.gov/press-releases/2026-01-28/gov-kemp-announces-tcsg-mercer-transfer-agreements
https://intranet.tcsg.edu/accessibility/training/
https://pave-pdf.org/
https://www.usgfoundation.org/scholarships_and_reports/dreams


5 
 

for November 10, 2026, which will bring together key representatives from cities and municipalities across the 
state. 

 
Next Meeting Date 

The group agreed on September 24, 2026, as the date for our next IFCC meeting at Central Georgia Technical 
College - Macon Georgia. 
 

MEETING 
ADJOURNED 

 Motion to adjourn was made by Dr. Cassandra Baker, seconded by Jimmy Habersham. 
Meeting adjourned at 3:07pm. 

 

 
 

 

 

 


