Technical College
System of Georgia

INSTRUCTIONAL FACULTY CONSORTIUM COMMITTEE (IFCC)

ENVIRONMENTAL HORTICULTURE MEETING MINUTES

Date: Thursday, February 12, 2026

Time: 10:00 am

Location: Central GA Technical College — Macon campus
Meeting Facilitator: Mike Howard

Recorder: Mike Howard

Attendees: Dr. Chris Morgan (Athens); Leah Bryant (Augusta); John Hatfield (Chattahoochee); Autumn Rogers
(Coastal Pines); Nick Barton (GA Northwestern); Aaron Poulsen (Gwinnett); Leslie Bevan (Gwinnett); Dr. Jennifer
Roberts, Dean (Gwinnett); Scotty Peppers (North GA); Brandon Gross (South GA)

WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER:

Mike Howard called the meeting to order at 10:05 am and provided a brief introduction. Each instructor gave a
brief introduction.

CPS Comments Mike Howard

Since this program has not met in a few years and many of the members are new to the IFCC, Mike provided an
explanation of the meeting guidelines. In-person meetings must be approved by Presidents Council, the agenda
should be robust enough to justify instructor travel, lunch will be at the discretion of the group, meetings are to
be held in a centralized location, Webex can be an option for instructors unable to travel if appropriate room is
available. Virtual meetings can be held at any time with at least one month’s notice for instructors to put on
their calendar, virtual meetings will be hosted by Mike using Webex, which works very well for meetings with
short agendas.

Mike provided a brief demonstration of the TCSG website and where instructors can access the IFCC calendar
and minutes, TCSG articulation agreements, Probe notices and Information Change Tickets along with a brief
explanation of each.

Mike reminded everyone the HORT listserv is a resource they can use if they have any questions or want to
know what other instructors are doing in their programs. Mike asked instructors to notify him of any instructor
changes to help keep the listserv roster up to date.

State IFCC Chair Election Mike Howard
Mike gave a brief explanation of the responsibilities of the State IFCC Chair. Scotty Peppers from North GA Tech
volunteered to serve as the State IFCC Chair.

HORT 1100/Al/Precision Ag Dr. Chris Morgan
Dr. Chris Morgan led a brief discussion regarding how others are teaching the HORT 1100 course, are they

implementing any Al or Precision Ag in their programs. The HORT 1100 course is an elective and it appears
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colleges are not offering that course. Instructors recognize the fact that students are using Al but have not done
anything specifically to incorporate Al within their program. As with many program areas, instructors don’t know
much about Al. The faculty Al training classes available through Blackboard was mentioned.

K12-TCSG Articulation/HOPE Career Grant/Accelerated Career Pathways/HORT 2250 Dr. Jennifer Roberts
Dr. Jennifer Roberts brought up many topics she was simply seeking more information.

K12-TCSG Articulation — Mike stated that a statewide articulation agreement for Environmental Horticulture had
been brought up in 2025 and he would approach TCSG Academic Affairs leadership to follow up. Mike gave a
brief explanation of the process for a statewide articulation agreement.

HOPE Career Grant — Mike shared the link for the current list of HOPE Career Grant eligible programs and that
the programs are approved by the Georgia Student Finance Commission. The HOPE Career Grant has also been
linked to the High Demand Career List, which is created by the State Workforce Development Board and
updated annually. Mike shared the High Demand Career website with the statewide and regions lists, the HDCL
Policy, and FAQs page.

Accelerated Career Pathways — Mike shared the website link for the Accelerated Career Pathways which
included the Overview and Guidance of ACP, and the process for a college to request an ACP.

HORT 2250 — Dr. Jennifer Roberts wanted to make everyone aware of the HORT 2250 — Farm Food Safety and
Market course they recently created. This course is available for other colleges to use as an elective.

Updating Program Outcomes Leah Bryant

Leah Bryant brought up the issue that many of the program outcomes in the Horticulture diploma and degree
programs are from competencies learned in elective courses and not the required core curriculum. Being the
only instructor, her college does not offer many of the elective options which means her graduates will not have
achieved those program outcomes. Leah read through her proposed changes and there was a brief discussion.
Mike asked Leah to send him her proposed changes so he can send them out to the listserv to get feedback from
the statewide faculty.

LS11 Revision Mike Howard

Mike gave a brief overview of the recent program revisions and why LS11 — Landscape Specialist was not
approved. Mike asked the committee to consider the requested revisions apart from removing HORT 1000,
which was objected to by one college. After a brief discussion, the committee approved adding course “Or”
options to the program curriculum. HORT 1020 — Herbaceous Plant Identification was added as an option to
HORT 1010 — Woody Plant Identification. HORT 1041 — Landscape Construction was added as an option to HORT
1070 — Landscape Installation. Mike stated he would update the curriculum and submit an Information Change
Ticket.

Open Forum All
There was no further discussion.

Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 12:40 pm.

Minutes Submitted By: Mike Howard



