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Instructional Faculty Consortium Committee (IFCC)

Physical Therapist Assistant

Date: June 03, 2025

Time: 1:00 pm — 3:30 pm

Location: WebEx

Meeting Facilitator: Mary Walker and Aaron Freeman

Attendees
1) Sasha Kahiga- Curriculum Program Specialist, Technical College System of GA
2) Joy Adams- Program Director, Lanier Technical College
3) Tamey Howard-Feltner- Program Chair, Atlanta Technical College
4) Ellen O’Keefe- Program Director,
5) Mary Walker- Program Director, Central GA Technical College (IFCC Chair)
6) Aaron Freeman- Program Director, Chattahoochee Technical College

Agenda Topics/Discussion

Agenda Items Discussion

Welcome Sasha welcomed the group to their 2025 IFCC meeting and asked that they provide their
attendance by providing their full name, title and college within the chat. Sasha stated that the
primary purpose of the meeting is to discuss a few proposed changes that will help enhance
the program to address concerns of cost, student retention, etc. Sasha thanked the group once
more for their attendance and turned the meeting over to the meeting facilitators, Mary
Walker — Chair (Centra GA) and Aaron Freeman (Chattahoochee).
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Program Mary (Central GA) thanked Sasha and the group for their attendance. She explained to the
Discussion group that she and Sasha received a few program proposals from Aaron at Chattahoochee

Technical College that they had reviewed in detailed and thought were great proposal to
present to the IFCC. Mary noted that since these proposals were put together by Aaron
(Chattahoochee) it would be best for him to walk us through his proposal in detailed. Mary
handed the meeting over to Aaron (Chattahoochee) and presented the following,

e Removing core courses reduces pre-requisites

o Make program more attractive to applicants, save students time and money and
better reflect current trends in PTA education.

o Remove PHYS 1110/1110L and PSYC 2103.

o Relevant content such as Basic Newtonian and Basic Human Development is
taught in several PTA Courses.

o These courses take most students an additional term which cost more money
and time towards completion of the program.

o These courses are largely unique to PTA, which narrows student choice and
discourages commitment.

o These courses are a barrier to students without prior college experience.

o CAPTE does not require distinct coursework in these areas.

e Reduce Total Clinical Hours

o Reduce clinical hours across PHTA 2140, 2180, & 2190

o Goal is to make clinical approximately 32hrs/week and align minimum hours
with CAPTE standards.

o To preserve credit hours, renaming contact hours would as “Regular Lab”,
which allows flexible time for programs to use to supplement clinicals.

o 32 clinical weeks would give programs flexibility to implement clinicals, and
increase the pool of potential CIs.

o As an example, 1day/week on campus labs, 1 asynchronous day/week for
assignments, easier to implement “integrated” clinicals 1 or 2 days/week over
the term.

o Current Total Clinical hours = 675 hours

= PHTA 2140 (4hrs), 180hrs over 4 weeks, 45hrs/week
= PHTA 2180 (4hrs), 180hrs over 4 weeks, 45hrs/week
= PHTA 2190 (4hrs), 315hrs over 8 weeks, 39.4hrs/week
o Proposed changes to Clinical Hours
= PHTA 2140 (4hrs), 135hrs clinical and 30 regular lab
o In 4 weeks, 33.75hrs/week in clinical & 7.5hrs/week in lab.
= PHTA 2180 (4hrs), 135hrs clinical and 30 regular lab
o In 4 weeks, 33.75hrs/week in clinical & 7.5hrs/week in lab.
= PHTA 2190 (7hrs), 270hrs clinical and 30 regular lab
e In 8 weeks, 33.75hrs/week in clinical & 37.5hrs/week in lab.
* Proposed Total Clinical Hours= 540 hours
e Aligns with CAPTE standards & requirements.
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e Increase PHTA Credit Hours

o Increase credit hours of PHTA 1120 and (PHTA 2150 or 2170) by 1 credit

o This would more accurately reflect workload, and make technical terms 1 and
3 total of 12 credit hours.

o 12 credit hours in Terms 1 and 3 would make students “Full Time”, with better
access to financial aid, scholarships, and other support.

o Increased credit hours better reflect students’ actual commitment and work in
the program.

o Removing PHYS 1110/1110 & PSYC 2103 removes a total of 7 credit hours
reducing the new program total of 69 credit hours.

o Itisideal time to increase PHTA credit hours to offset some of this reduction
and morse accurately reflect PTA student workload.

* Adding 1 credit hours to PHTA 1120 and (PHTA 2150 or 2170) would
make terms 1 and 3 total of 12 hours.

After detailed proposal, the floor was open for discussions, etc. The group agreed that the
proposal was beneficial but were hesitant to how it will impact their program operations since
each program offers PHTA courses in different terms. The group asked if they could have
more time reviewing the proposal before providing their final vote and input.

Sasha agreed and stated that they will send out an official email with voting instructions that
will allow the faculty to review over a few weeks. The faculty thanked Sasha, Mary and
Aaron for the time and stated they were looking forward to finial decisions.

Closing Remarks

Sasha thanked the group for their input and stated they will be getting an email on the
program proposal as well as voting instructions required to be submitted no later than the
required due date.

Meeting adjourned at 3:30pm

Minutes submitted by: Sasha Kahiga
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Appendix A

Proposal Voting Details

PTA Program IFCC — IFCC Proposed Curriculum Changes — VOTING OPTIONS
Based on IFCC meeting 06/03/2025, the following options are proposed for committee vote.
These options are based on proposals provided by Chattahoochee Technical College Program
Director, Aaron Freeman. Further details and justification may be located in the proposals and
PowerPoint provided, this document will focus on voting options.

. Core Courses Add 1 Credit Hour to | Clinical Hours
Option Code )
Removed Courses Reduction
Remove ONLY PHYS | 1120 + 2150 = A All options are equal;
) 1110/110L =1 1120 + 2170 =B clinical hours
Option Code )
Remove BOTH PHYS | 1130 +2150=C reduced/modified as
+PSYC 2103 =2 1130 +2170=D proposed
. PHTA 1120 Change PHTA 2140,
Option 1A PHYS 1110/1110L 2180, and 2190 hour as
PHTA 2150
proposed
Ontionaa | PHYS 1110/1110L PHTA 1120 g?ggge g{‘;‘ozhl 40,
pHon PSYC 2103 PHTA 2150 >4l ouras
proposed
h PHTA 214
_ PHTA 1120 Change 0.
Option 1B PHYS 1110/1110L 2180, and 2190 hour as
PHTA 2170
proposed
h PHTA 214
Ontion 21 PHYS 1110/1110L PHTA 1120 ;;(r;ge T 0,
ion n r
pHo PSYC 2103 PHTA 2170 8 ouras
proposed
h PHTA 214
, PHTA 1130 Change 0
Option 1C PHYS 1110/1110L 2180, and 2190 hour as
PHTA 2150
proposed
h PHTA 214
Ontion 2C PHYS 1110/1110L PHTA 1130 ;;gge 2100 0,
ion n r
PHo PSYC 2103 PHTA 2150 8 ouras
proposed
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hange PHTA 214
Option 1D PHYS 1110/1110L PHTA 1130 glgl(r)lge 42190 h v
10N n T
pHo PHTA 2170 8 ouras
proposed
hange PHTA 214
Ontion 2D PHYS 1110/1110L PHTA 1130 ;;‘gge 2100 0,
10N n T
pHo PSYC 2103 PHTA 2170 8 ouras
proposed

Other information regarding options:

e All options would result in a total of 2 credit hours added to PHTA courses; 1 Credit

Hour to Term 1, and 1 Credit Hour to Term 3. The only difference is which courses are

modified.

e All options would result in Terms 1 and 3 totaling 12 credit hours.

e All options would maintain current total CONTACT hours in all courses.

e Net change in credit hours for degree

o All options with prefix “1” — remove 4 credit hours, add 2 to PHTA. New total =

74 (76 — 4+ 2)
o All options with prefix “2” — remove 7 credit hours, add 2 to PHTA. New total =
71 (76 —7+2)

o Note: average total credit hours of programs surveyed was 71.6; Option 2 would

align best us with typical educational practice.

2190). See tables below.

All options include identical modification to clinical courses (PHTA 2140, 2180, and

PHTA 1120
Current PHTA 1120 Course Length
Lecture Regular Lab Other Lab Total
Contact lhr 0 6hrs 7hrs
Hours/week
Contact Min/term | 750 min 0 4500 min 105hrs
Credit hours 1 credit 0 2 credit 3 credits
Proposed Revision PHTA 1120 Course Length
Lecture Regular Lab Other Lab Total
Contact 2hr 2hrs 3hrs 6hrs
Hours/week
Contact Min/term | 1500 min 1500 min 2250 min 90hrs
Credit hours 2 credits 1 credits 1 credit 4 credits
PHTA 1130
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Current PHTA 1130 Course Length
Lecture Regular Lab Other Lab Total
Contact 1 hr 2 hrs 3 hrs 6 hrs
Hours/week
Contact Min/term | 750 min 1500 min 2250 min 90 hrs
Credit hours 1 credit 1 credit 1 credit 3 credits
Proposed Revision PHTA 1130 Course Length
Lecture Regular Lab Other Lab Total
Contact 3 hrs 0 3 hrs 6 hrs
Hours/week
Contact Min/term | 2250 min 0 2250 min 90 hrs
Credit hours 3 credits 0 1 credit 4 credits
PHTA 2150
Current PHTA 2150 Course Length
Lecture Regular Lab Other Lab Total
Contact 2 hrs 2 hrs 3 hrs 7 hrs
Hours/week
Contact Min/term | 1500 min 1500 min 2250 min 105 hrs
Credit hours 2 credits 1 credit 1 credit 4 credits
Proposed Revision PHTA 2150 Course Length
Lecture Regular Lab Other Lab Total
Contact 4 hrs 0 3 hrs 7 hrs
Hours/week
Contact Min/term | 3000 min 0 2250 min 105 hrs
Credit hours 4 credits 0 1 credit 5 credits
PHTA 2170
Current PHTA 2170 Course Length
Lecture Regular Lab Other Lab Total
Contact 1 hr 2 hrs 3 hrs 6 hrs
Hours/week
Contact Min/term | 750 min 1500 min 2250 min 90 hrs
Credit hours 1 credit 1 credit 1 credit 3 credits
Proposed Revision PHTA 2170 Course Length
Lecture Regular Lab Other Lab Total
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Contact 3 hrs 0 3 hrs 6 hrs
Hours/week
Contact Min/term | 2250 min 0 2250 min 90 hrs
Credit hours 3 credits 0 1 credit 4 credits
Clinical Courses
PHTA 2140 and 2180
Current PHTA 2140 and 2180 Course Length
Lecture Regular Lab Other Lab Total
Contact 0 0 12hrs 12hrs
Hours/week
Contact Min/term | 0 0 9000 min 180 hrs
Credit hours 0 0 4 credit 4 credits
Proposed Revision PHTA 2140 and 2180 Course Length
Lecture Regular Lab Other Lab Total
Contact 0 2hrs Ohrs 11hrs
Hours/week
Contact Min/term | 0 1500 min 6750 min 165 hrs
Credit hours 0 1 credits 3 credits 4 credits
PHTA 2190
Current PHTA 2190 Course Length
Lecture Regular Lab Other Lab Total
Contact 0 0 21 hrs 21 hrs
Hours/week
Contact Min/term | 0 0 15750 min 315 hrs
Credit hours 0 0 7 credits 7 credits
Proposed Revision PHTA 2190 Course Length
Lecture Regular Lab Other Lab Total
Contact 0 2 hrs 18 hrs 20 hrs
Hours/week
Contact Min/term | 0 1500 min 13500 min 300
Credit hours 0 1 credit 6 credits 7 credits
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Current Total Clinical Hours (per TCSG Syllabi) = 675 (180 + 180 + 315)

e PHTA 2140 (4 credits), 180 hrs. In 4 week clinical, 45 hr / week.

e PHTA 2180 (4 credits), 180 hrs. In 4 week clinical, 45 hr / week.

e PHTA 2190 (7 credits), 315 hrs. In 8 week clinical, 39.4 hr / week.

Proposed Changes to Clinical Hours

e PHTA 2140 (4 credits), 135 clinical AND 30 Reg Lab hrs

o In 4 week clinical, 33.75 hr /week clinical and 7.5 hrs of Reg Lab/week
e PHTA 2180 (4 credits), 135 clinical AND 30 Reg Lab hrs

o In 4 week clinical, 33.75 hr /week clinical and 7.5 hrs of Reg Lab/week
e PHTA 2190 (7 credits), 270 clinical AND 30 Reg Lab hrs

o In 8 week clinical, 33.75 hr /week and 3.75 hrs of Reg Lab/week

o In 7 week clinical, 38.6 hr / week and 4.3 hrs of Reg Lab/week

e PROPOSED TOTAL FOR CLINICAL HOURS (for CAPTE purposes) = 540 hours

(135+135+270)
CAPTE 2024 Standard 6A
“The comprehensive curriculum includes the didactic and clinical education components of the
curriculum. It is based on information about the contemporary practice of physical therapy;
standards of practice; and current literature, documents, publications, and other resources related
to the profession, to the delivery of health care services, to physical therapy education, and to
educational theory; and the mission of the program.
The curriculum includes all general education, prerequisites, didactic, and clinical components of
the PTA program. The entire curriculum is:

e (Completed in a minimum of four semesters or 64 academic weeks.

e Includes a minimum of 520 total clinical hours composed of both integrated* and
fulltime* experiences. This must include a minimum of 12 weeks of full-time clinical
education, based on a minimum of 32 hours/week. Of the required 12 full-time weeks, a
minimum of six weeks are consecutive and placed as a terminal clinical experience.”
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Appendix B

Proposal Voting Results

Enter your name.

Select your job
title.

Enter your college
name.

Select ALL
curriculum option
changes of which
you approve (allows
multi-select). The
option with the
most votes will be
enacted, or there
will be a tie breaker
vote in the event of
a tie.

Aaron Freeman

Director/Chair

Program Central Georgia
1 Mary Walker Director/Chair Technical College Option 1D;
Central Georgia
2 Andrea Stephenson Instructor Technical College Option 1D;
Option 2A;0ption
Program Chattahoochee Technical 2B;Option 2C;Option

College

2D;

Morgan Marcum EDITED

Chattahoochee Technical

Option 2A;0ption
2B;0Option 2C;Option

Ellen O'Keefe

Director/Chair

5 response Instructor College 2D;
Program Option

6 Joy Adams Director/Chair jadams@Ianiertech.edu 1A;Option 1B;
Option

7 Carol Donnelly Instructor Lanier Technical College  1A;Option 1B;

9 Michael McKinnie Instructor Atlanta Technical College Option 2D;
Option 2D;0ption

1 Program 2B;0Option 1B;Option

0 Tamey Howard-Feltner Director/Chair Atlanta Technical College 1D;

1 Program Option

1

Athens Technical College

2D;Option 2B;

9|Page



