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Instructional Faculty Consortium Committee (IFCC) 
 

Dental Assisting IFCC Minutes 
 

Date: May 28, 2024 

Time: 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Location: Central GA Technical College (Macon) 

Meeting Facilitator: Sasha Kahiga 

 
Attendees 

1) Sasha Kahiga- Curriculum Program Specialist, Technical College System of GA (TCSG) 

2) Rodriegus Gardner- Associate Dean of Health Sciences, West GA Technical College 

3) Samantha Bolling- Dental Assisting Clinical Coordinator, Wiregrass GA Technical College 

4) Sandi Woodward- Director of Dental Programs, Wiregrass GA Technical College 

5) Haley Davis- Program Director, GA Northwestern Technical College 

6) Jennifer Burrell- Program Chair, Athens Technical College 

7) Sharron Cook- Program Director, Columbus Technical College  

8) Sharon Jones- Program Director, Augusta Technical College 

9) Liza Charlton- Program Director, Lanier Technical College 

10) Tiffany Purmort- Clinical Coordinator, Southern Crescent Technical College 

11) Luz Ibarra- Program Director, Southern Crescent Technical College 

12) Michelle Peets- Program Director, Chattahoochee Technical College 

13) Amy Weaver- Program Director, Gwinnett Technical College 

14) Yvonne Jenkins- Program Director, Ogeechee Technical College 

15) Sonya Solomon- Program Chair, Central GA Technical College 

16) Mia McLendon- Instructor, West GA Technical College 

17) Kimberly Nolan- Program Chair, West GA Technical College 

18) Ivey Bradley- Program Director, Albany Technical College  

 
Agenda Topics/Discussion 

 
Agenda Items Discussion 

Welcome Sasha Kahiga welcomed the faculty and thanked them for their attendance. 

Sasha introduced herself and asked the faculty to introduce themselves by 

providing their name, college, and title. Sasha reviewed the agenda and 

explained to the group that the primary purpose of the meeting was to review 

the program offerings within KMS and discuss program challenges across the 

state.   
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TCSG Updates Administrative Capability~ Due to recent changes to federal guidelines for 

PELL eligibility programs, Sasha explained the reasoning behind the recent 

changes to the Practical Nursing and Therapeutic Massage Therapy programs. 

She explained that the federal guidelines require any certificate or diploma 

program that requires licensure for employment, and its regulatory body has a 

clock-hour requirement for formal education; TCSG programs must follow 

the clock-hour requirement and not go beyond those hours. Sasha further 

explained that the federal guidelines also focus on the importance of Gainful 

Employment for the programs. She noted that Gainful Employment ensures 

the programs are sufficient for the student's investment, ultimately meaning 

that it does not cost the students more money to complete the program than 

their earnings when employed.   

 

Professional/Faculty Development~ Sasha explained the various professional 

and faculty development offerings through TCSG to the group. Dr. Nathalie 

Dames oversees the Faculty Development Phase I & II training, which has 

been revamped. Sasha explained that each Phase has a Part A, which is web-

enhanced. Part B of Phase I is Webex training, and Part B of Phase II is in-

person training. Sasha noted that the training is for new faculty members and 

is intended to be completed within the first 3-6 months of hire. The Faculty 

Development Institute details can be found on the TCSG AA website: 

https://intranet.tcsg.edu/teched/academic-affairs/faculty-development-center/.  

 

In addition to the Faculty Development Institute overseen by Dr. Dames, 

Sasha announced the first annual Math and Science conference offered by Dr. 

Dames. The conference will be held on Friday, July 19th, at Gwinnett 

Technical College. Sasha stated that the college administration will send out 

the flyer once the details are finalized.   

 

Programmatic Technology~ Sasha noted that each college administration 

received a survey from the AA department at the System Office requesting 

information on programs utilizing technology within the AI, AR, or VR areas. 

Sasha explained that the information was crucial to determining our colleges' 

professional development and training needs surrounding this type of 

technology. Sasha further noted that if any programs are utilizing this type of 

technology and see the benefit of its usage within their program, it would be 

best to include the vendor in upcoming IFCC meetings for quick training and 

introduction.  

 

Sasha asked the group if there were any questions, and there were none. 

 

 

IFCC Updates  Sasha explained that the current Chair & Vice-Chair positions have ended 

and, due to Ms. Sharron Cook retiring this year, she is unable to move into 

the IFCC Chair position. She further explained that this will require that the 

IFCC select a new Chair & Vice-Chair. Ms. Amy Weaver (Gwinnett) and 

https://intranet.tcsg.edu/teched/academic-affairs/faculty-development-center/
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Sonya Solomon (Central GA) have volunteered to step into those positions. 

Sasha thanks the ladies for their time.  

Program Discussion  Dental Assisting TCCs  

• Basic Dental TCC  

• Advanced TCC   

• The question becomes- do we keep CODA or do we try both or do 

we get rid of CODA?  

• If we want to keep CODA- we keep diploma.  

Basic: They separate each class into mini semesters. And complete it in one 

semester. 1080 is taught in 11 days.  

Advanced: Everything is taught hybrid. 1030 is taught and completed in 1 

week.  

*Clinical sites will need to be on board to accommodate this schedule before 

we could even implement.  

Certificates obtained: 

 

Pictures I have taken show 2 campuses: with dual enrolled, advanced career 

and traditional students. (West GA Tech) West GA tech is not CODA 

Accredited. Has 2 FT instructors- the way they get away with the load and 

TCC’s is not being CODA accredited.  

 

***Offices will also have to be on board with students under 18. 

 

Current schools who use the TCC’s that are CODA Accredited:  

They are not offering Dual enrolled students.  

Columbus is offering starting in Fall and is dropping CODA accreditation.  

 

 

 

CY71 and EF71 TCC’s can be “embedded” to the DA12 to keep us from 

having to do written certificates. WE would have to adopt them as TCC’s to 

be able to do this.  

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 2:57 pm 

 

Minutes submitted by: Ivey Bradley 


