Technical College
System of Georgia

INSTRUCTIONAL FACULTY CONSORTIUM COMMITTEE (IFCC)
HISTORY AND POLITICAL SCIENCE MEETING MINUTES

Date: Thursday, October 09, 2025
Time: 10:00 AM

Location: Virtual

Meeting Facilitator: Tim Dineen
Recorder: Jason Kennedy

Attendees: Jason Kennedy West Georgia Technical, Jerry Hancock Southern Regional Technical College, Ashley
Boyd Wiregrass Georgia Technical College, Kathleen Adams Columbus Technical College, Sarah Jameson
Central Georgia Technical College, Margaret Ryder Lanier Technical College, Natalia Meneses Chattahoochee
Technical College, Matthew Dittmann Augusta Technical College, Kathryn Kent Southern Regional Technical
College, Amanda Daley Papalia Savannah Technical College, Jason Patterson Southeastern Technical College,
Tim Dineen Gwinnett Technical College, Sheri Freeland Southern Regional Technical College, Ronald Laws, Jr
Atlanta Technical College, Antar Fields Chattahoochee Technical College, Donna Hamil Georgia Northwestern
Technical College, Tomekia Cooper Albany Technical College, Michael Repzynski Central Georgia Technical
College, Kimberly Crews Atlanta Technical College, Kristy Singletary Georgia Northwestern Technical College,
Corey Cantrell Chattahoochee Technical College, Jacqueline Romero Lanier Technical College, Kelli Jackson
Coastal Pines Technical College, Jeremy Fajman Athens Technical College, Abubakarr Fye Gwinnett Technical
College, Courtney Carver Chattahoochee Technical College, Beverly Kirk West Georgia Technical College,
Katrice Martin South Georgia Technical College, Nicole Bialko Lanier Technical College, Karen Scott Coastal
Pines Technical College, Garry Thrash Southern Regional Technical College

WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER:

Meeting called to order at 10:05 AM

First time attendees — Kelli Jackson, Katrice Martin, Sarah Jameson, Margaret Ryder, and Sheri Freeman.
Motion to accept previous minutes by Tim Dineen, approved unanimously.

IFCC Chair Nominations — Tim Dineen (79%), Jeremy Fajman (21%)

IFCC Vice Chair Nominations — Jason Kennedy (Acclamation)
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DISCUSSION SUMMARY:

1) Course Review — POLS 2401 (Global Issues) has been added to the articulation list with the USG.

2) Hiring Issues — Athens Tech is having issues finding and hiring accredited instructors for POLS. After
discussion it was discovered, this is an ongoing issue throughout the state. For most institutions MPA
doesn’t qualify to teach POLS anymore. Tim Dineen (Gwinnett Tech) asked if a state-wide policy can be
made for credentialling to which Nathalie Dames (TCSG) said ‘no.” Margaret Long (Gwinnett Tech)
mentioned that black-and-white credentialling makes it easier to justify articulation and credit transfer
to four-year institutions. Another state-wide issue mentioned was the difficulty in finding adjuncts who
are able to teach in person, which has led to a movement to online courses at some institutions.

3) Instruction Modalities — Some schools are trying to utilize simulcast technology but it doesn’t have a
positive response with many students. Jason Kennedy (West Georgia Tech) explained how WGTC uses
simulcast classrooms which led to a discussion on flexibility. It was suggested that lectures be made
available in BlackBoard for maximum student access whether they attend class or not.

4) Al Usage — It was mentioned that students in K-12 are sometimes using Al and Chat Bots as friends or
counselors which can result in dangerous responses. Discussion about how to use Al in the future in
both industry and social settings led to talk of faculty members modeling ethical Al usage. Matthew
Pittman (Augusta Tech) uses Al actively in the classroom in his discussion boards but still requires
students to reference course materials, primary sources, and secondary sources. Nathalie Dames (TCSG)
mentioned that a course she instructs had a student use ChatGPT to complete all of the uncompleted
coursework by giving their login/password. A further discussion centered on how Al is not reliable, has
been known to cite websites such as Reddit, and is blindly believed by students.

5) TCSG updates — Intranet website is https://intranet.tcsg.edu/teched/academic-affairs/. KMS access
is available to everyone, but faculty access levels depends on individual colleges. TCSG General

Education Conference is 11/07, attendance was encouraged.

6) New Courses and Degrees — Creating new courses is possible, but they must be attached to a program.
If anyone is interested in creating a new course, they were advised to reach out to their local curriculum
designers. New AS Degrees being offered — Social Work, Psychology, Criminal Justice, and Education.

7) Next Meeting — Nathalie Dames (TCSG) mentioned that an in-person meeting is possible, we just have to
have an agenda designed to allow for it. In-person meeting should be anticipated to last around 4
hours. If anyone has future agenda topics, they were instructed to send them to Nathalie
(hdames@tcsg.edu), Tim (tdineen@GwinnettTech.edu), and Jason (jason.kennedy@westgatech.edu).

Meeting Adjourned at 11:57 AM.

Minutes Submitted By: Jason Kennedy
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