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SPECIAL THANKS – CENTRAL GEORGIA TECHNICAL COLLEGE 

Before we present the minutes, we would like to send a big thank-you to the faculty/staff of Central 

Georgia Technical College.   
 

Main Overall Meeting 

 Call to Order: Roll Call made by Joey Johnson 

 Quorum was achieved (Some schools were not present) 

 The Previous Minutes were sent to everyone (few old business statements below) 

 Old Business Summary: 

 We have several committees if anyone wants to join them: Emerging Technologies committee, 

CyberRange Research Committee, Computer Forensics Committee 

 Several schools have started Cybersecurity Club programs and students are participating in NCL-

National Cyber League competitions and more (contact thand@ogeecheetech.edu if you are 

interested in starting a Cybersecurity Club 

 Several schools are getting involved with E-Sports or with competitive Gaming.  Gwinnett 

Technical College will be competing with Ogeechee Technical College on April 4th, 2025.  

 Several schools are creating articulation agreements with their local colleges based on the original 

Augusta/Augusta Tech agreement.   
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 New Business Concepts 

 Cyber-Range Wars: A new committee has been created to research cyber-range options for 

Georgia (TCSG).  If you are interested contact Terry Hand or Andrew Gurbaxani 

 Mr. Hand steps down as CIST IFCC President 

 Elections held for President and VP (Mr. Hand suggests bringing back the North, Central and 

South chair positions)--New President was elected (Dwight Watt) and VP elected (Joey Johnson) 

 Curriculum Specialist Update (Oenia Odums) 

 Open floor to discuss business with Oenia Odums 

 Guest Speakers: 

 CompTIA: Jill Thielmann and Jayne Gubler 

CIST IFCC EXECUTIVE OFFICERS-2023 
 

POSITION NAME 

President New: Dwight Watt 

Vice President Joey Johnson 
 

Regional Chairs  

North Chair ----------------- 

Central Chair ----------------- 

Southern Chair ----------------- 
 

Computer Programming  

Computer Programming Chair Josh Lehman 

Vice-Chair Niki Giles 
 

Computer Support  

Chair-Computer Support Tara Shackleford 

Vice-Chair Eddy Harden 
 

Cybersecurity  

Chair-Cybersecurity New: Andrew Gurbaxani 

Vice-Chair New: Terry Hand 
 

Database  

Database Chair ---------------------------- 

Vice-Chair  
 

Game Design  

Game Design Chair Tim Drexler 

Vice-Chair  
 

Networking  

Chair - Networking New?   

Vice Chair New?  
 

Web Design  

Chair-Web Design  Charles Cash 

Vice Chair Rocky Spurlock 
 



Program Breakouts: 

 Each program group met individually to discuss their program areas.   

CIST-COMPUTER PROGRAMMING 

 

Computer Programming  

Computer Programming Chair Josh Lehman 

Vice-Chair Niki Giles 
 

Computer Programming Minutes: ???????? 

 No Information yet! 

 

CIST-COMPUTER SUPPORT 

 

Computer Support   

Computer Support Chair Tara Shackleford (Tara.Shackleford@westgatech.edu)  

Vice-Chair Eddy Harden (eddy.harden@wiregrass.edu)  
 

Computer Support Minutes: 

 Tara Shackleford-(Computer Support Chair) called the meeting to order 

 1122 shouldn’t be taught online.  Students need the hands-on experience that this class provides to be 

marketable in the workplace.  Most feel that the online environment came more so when COVID hit 

so now it is hard for students to transition back into the classroom. 

 Julia Hopkins mentioned that the Helpdesk Class (2130) OER has gone well for the last 2 

semesters.  She is still navigating and adding more information to the course.  The current book that 

everyone is using is very old and there are no new books that are covering the competencies that we 

need. These two were the major discussions. 

 Finally, we discussed how many instructors were using OER or just the TestOut in some of their 

classes.  

 

CIST-CYBERSECURITY (MEETING MINUTES) 

 

Cybersecurity  

Chair-Cybersecurity Jim Poarch 

Vice-Chair Andrew Gurbaxani 
 

Cybersecurity Minutes: 

 Andrew Gurbaxani (Gwinnett Tech) called the meeting to order (Jim Poarch did not attend and will be 

retiring) 
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 In Attendance: Lynn Ashford, CGTC; Jacqueline Farms, CGTC; Terry Hand, Ogeechee Tech; 

Veronda Cladd, SGTC; Jeff Johnston, NGTC; Katie Crane, WGTC; Katherine Spraggins; Albany 

Tech; Tony Evans, Chattahoochee Tech; Sean Strickland, Wiregrass Tech (online); Khalil Khalif, 

Lanier Tech; Andrew Gurbaxani, Gwinnett Tech; (about 5-6 people online) 

 Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the Fall 2024 meeting were not reviewed or approved 

Agenda:  

 1. Elect new chair and vice chair – Chair: Andrew Gurbaxani, Gwinnett Tech 

(agurbaxani@gwinnetttech.edu) 

Vice Chair: Terry Hand, Ogeechee Tech (thand@ogeecheetech.edu)  

 2. Cyber Range capability for TCSG schools; October 2024 minutes on item #12, “Cyber Range” 

 Georgia Cyber Range ($50/student course) – open source 

 Augusta Tech uses NDG NetLab, Augusta University uses NDG NetLab 

 US Cyber Range (VA Tech): $15/student/mo. 

 Commercial Cyber Ranges (e.g., Cyberbit) are excellent but expensive 

 Action: Petition TCSG for funding for statewide access to Georgia Cyber Range (?) 

Discussion – we proposed three options consideration: 

 (1) Commercial: SimSpace (Susan Green) 

 (2) Educational: US Cyberrange (Vicky Ratcliffe) 

 (3) Governmental: Georgia Cyberrange (Carlos Vasquez) 

Discussion:  

 2 TCSG schools already use US Cyberrange in their curriculum and are happy with it as it is well-

suited to academic instruction 

 The price point ($15-$20/student/month) is reasonable and can be added without inordinate impact to 

course fees for student purchase 

 Concerns regarding the other solutions (SimSpace—cost, Georgia Cyberrange—maturity) made them 

less attractive as a short-term solution. 

 Decision was made to recommend US Cyberrange as the recommended solution “short term”(e.g., 

2025) with judgement reserved for “long term” (e.g., 2026 and forward) solution pending feedback on 

US Cyberrange and other options. 

 Action: Approach TCSG regarding “blanket agreement” for US Cyberrange to enable all programs to 

operate under the same terms and conditions, pricing, etc.   

Action Summary 

 See Agenda item above for reference information. 
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Agenda 

Item 

Proposed Action Assigned to/Due Date 

1 Elect Chair and Vice Chair Completed 

2 “Short term” (2025) cyberrange recommendation  

(US Cyberrange) 

Completed 

2 “Long term” (2026 and forward) cyberrange 

recommendation  

TBD 

2 Follow up with TCSG regarding “blanket agreement” for 

all schools to have access to US Cyberrange with standard 

pricing, Ts&Cs 

TBD 

 Motion to adjourn was made at 2:53 p.m. and was passed unanimously. 

CIST-DATABASE 

 

Gaming   

Database Chair -------------------------- 

Vice Chair  
 

Database Minutes 

 ------------------------------- 

CIST-GAMING 

 

Gaming   

Gaming Chair Tim Drexler 

Vice Chair  
 

Game Development-IFCC Minutes 

 Attendees: Tim Drexler, Shane Archibald, Mayon Walker,  

 Real-time rendering was discussed, and it was decided that it should be added to the animation 

courses as additional lecture content.  

 The group asked about what other schools do for student recruitment. Tim Drexler talked about 

Geekfest, a recruiting event that invites all high school students to the school. These students attend 

different interactive, 15-minute lecture events for each program. These events are designed to give the 

students an idea of what each program is about.  

 Tim Drexler discussed the Game Jam event between Wiregrass and Athens Tech back in October. He 

recommended that more schools participate so that this may grow.  



 The group talked about Skills USA and pushing forward on competing in the program more in the 

future.  

 Esports was discussed. The group talked about needing to change IT policy at the TCSG level in order 

to make this happen. It was also discussed that any Esports tournaments stay within the TCSG and not 

invite any outside competitors.  

 The group will be sharing their CIST 2740 and CIST 2741 builds to allow other schools access.  

 The group discussed job placement in the industry. Tim Drexler promoted working with local small 

business development centers to get students to create their own business/studio to make their game 

rather than atte to apply at larger studios.  

 

CIST-NETWORKING 

Networking  

Chair - Networking Andy 

Vice Chair Joseph Blake (Joey) 
 

Networking Minutes 

Old Business 

 Cisco curriculum up to date – Cisco will not update CCNA for a few years still 

 Encouraged to attend NCCIA (North Carolina Computer Instructor Association) for Cisco 

accreditation. April 14th – 17th 

 Other vendors attend; CompTIA, Jill West, Mark @ Cybersecurity 

 Microsoft curriculum: Oenia Odums pulling last line of 2412/13/14 that says specifically what 

Microsoft Certification the course aligns with 

 Reviewed CIST 2413 KMS standards for accuracy; all good! 

New Business 

 Virtualization clients – Hyper-V & Virtualbox seem to be the go-to. 

 Fall/Spring next year discuss changes to standards once they’ve been in place long enough to review. 

 Discussed blackboard grading schemas & issues – informed other instructors how to create the 

running total. 

 Joey Johnson discussed formative assessments still being part of the math in Blackboard if they are in 

a category with other items. These gradeable items need to be unlinked from the category by 

unchecking the chain-link icon. 

 Dwight informed the committee about release dates on discussion boards – release dates default off, 

regardless if there is a release date set. 



 Elections!  Chair – Andy, Vice Chair – Joseph Blake (Joey) 

 Middle GA has an AI program starting Fall this year – crosswalk possible? 

 AI at TCSG should be more than a how-to use AI, but not how to create an AI full cloth. 

Middleground of ethical use of AI, using LLMs that are already made and tweaking them to accept 

our data 

 AI Consortium Committee created – Dwight, Joey Johnson, Joey Blake, Cassandra Henderson. Add 

Wendy Price to any mailing lists to keep up-to-date. 

 Commissioner has brought up AI, therefor presidents are aware that AI is being pushed. This means 

we have leeway to create an AI program “how we want” 

 TCC + Degree pathway for AI with hopeful crosswalk with Middle GA 

 CertiPort just released genAI certification. 

 Miami Dade has AI alliance with Houston Community College; conference in Houston April 9-11(?). 

$50/day fee 

 We do not teach math at a high enough level to implement an AI program fully. 

 AWS AI practicioner available for teacher training prior to curriculum creating via AWS academy. 

 Microsoft Learn and Cisco/IBM has AI fundamentals course as well. 

 Creation of AI repository – Oenia will look into creating a sharepoint/repository for us. 

 

CIST-WEB DESIGN 

 

Web Design  

Chair-Web Design  Charles Cash 

Vice Chair Rocky Spurlock 
 

Web-Design / UX Design & Development Minutes 

 Did not officially meet; however, the group wants to submit a reminder that at the last meeting the 

following was submitted and that it still needs to be added to the probe:  

 Rocky Spurlock made the motion to add CIST 2742 - Beginning Python Programming as one of 

the programming language options for student in the web design program. Susan Glenn 

seconded and the motion passed with 100% voting yes.  

 

 

Next Meeting:  The Next IFCC Date/Location will be decided and announced soon!  

 


