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Instructional Faculty Consortium Committee (IFCC) 
 

Emergency Medical Services (EMS) IFCC Minutes 
 

Date: October 21, 2024 

Time: 2:00 pm – 3:30 pm 

Location: WebEx 

Meeting Facilitator: Sasha Kahiga 

 

Attendees 

1) Sasha Kahiga- Curriculum Program Specialist, Technical College System of GA (TCSG) 

2) Richard Ellis- Associate Dean of Health Sciences, Central Georgia Technical College 

3) Meaghan Harkleroad- Dean of Allied Health, Coastal Pines Technical College 

4) Tracie Naylor-Griffin- Program Chair, Albany Technical College 

5) Ryan Cheek- Dean, Gwinnett Technical College 

6) Mark Ponder- Instructor, Wiregrass GA Technical College 

7) Donald Wilson- Program Director, Coastal Pines Technical College  

8) Ryan Dehnert- Program Director, Chattahoochee Technical College 

9) Nina Piatt- Program Director, Georgia Northwestern Technical College  

10) Lee Elliott- Division Chair, Gwinnett Technical College 

11) Jason Hurst- Instructor, Wiregrass GA Technical College 

12) Stuart Frew- Dean, Athens Technical College 

13) Mindy Clark- Instructor, Southern Regional Technical College 

14) Jim Jones- Clinical Coordinator, Southeastern Technical College 

15) Gina Barthelemy-Morton- Associate Dean of Health Sciences, Chattahoochee Technical 

College  

16) Stephanie Derfus- Dean of Health Sciences, Savannah Technical College 

17) Kenneth Ranalli- EMS Program Director, Gwinnett Technical College  

18) William Hardy- Paramedic Course Coordinator, West Georgia Technical College  

19) Michelle McGowan- AVP, Academic Affairs, South Georgia Technical College 

20) Mike Young- Program Director, Southeastern Technical College  

21) Corbett Davis- Chairperson, Atlanta Technical College  

22) Lemuel Mercado- Dean, Southern Crescent Technical College 

23) Paige Saylors- Assistant VP Academic Affairs, West Georgia Technical College  

24) Chris Page- Program Director, Ogeechee Technical College 

25) Richard Rhodes- Deputy Director of Education, State Office of EMS 

26) Heather Reddick- Region 6 Training Coordinator, State Office of EMS 

27) Paula Carter- Program Director, Columbus Technical College 
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28) Dawn Armeni- Adjunct Instructor, Athens Technical College 

29) Tammy Bryant- Director for Allied Health, Technical College System of GA (TCSG) 

30) Laura Coleman- Paramedicine Technology Instructor, Ogeechee Technical College 

31) Stephanie Puffer- Dean of Health Sciences, Chattahoochee Technical 

32) Nikki Gilbert- Healthcare Program Manager, Technical College System of GA (TCSG) 

33) Raymond (Michael) Bussey- EMS Program Director, Augusta Technical College  

34) Don Pruitt- Program Chair, Athens Technical College 

35) Walter Webel- Program Director, Savannah Technical College 

Agenda Topics/Discussion 

 

Agenda Items Discussion 

Welcome Sasha Kahiga welcomed all participants and asked them to sign in using the QR code via 

PowerPoint to ensure their attendance was captured and recorded. Sasha explained that the 

meeting's purpose was to review the EMS PROBE feedback/comments and make proper 

modifications to ensure the PROBE continues to move forward to meet the needs of all 

programs.  

EMS PROBE 

Feedback  

Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) 

  
The PROBE feedback/comments received for the ED91: Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) 

program is as follows,   

- Increase lab time due to student simulation requirements set by the State Office of EMS. 

- Not Pell-Eligible 

- Student will not be considered full-time.  

- Follow the AEMT program revisions outline of courses, etc. 

 

For context, Sasha provided details of the student simulation requirements set by the State Office 

of EMS. She explained the following,  

- The NRMET Psychomotor Exam Requirement (Skills)  

o 7 skills were required at the EMT level. 

o 12 skills were required at the AEMT level. 

o Due to these skills being a national requirement, programs spend a lot of time on 

the skills. 

o Due to recent national changes, the skills requirement has been moved from the 

national examination; however, the State EMS Office has replaced these missing 
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national skills with the Student Minimum Competencies (SMC) and nine 

simulations. 

o  However, the state requirements are a direct time replacement of the 

psychomotor practice and do not require much or any additional time to be added.  

 

Based on the feedback, Sasha provided the group with the necessary modifications to address the 

concerns.  

 
The program was modified to follow the AEMT curriculum, resulting in 2 theory courses, 2 lab 

courses, and 1 clinical course. These revisions increased the proposed program from 11 credit 

hours/258 contact hours to 12 credit hours/273 contact hours. Sasha explained that the program 

can still be taught within one semester by offering the following,  

- Part of Tem 1 (1st half) 

o EMSP 1210 

o EMSP 1211 

- Part of Term 2 (2nd half) 

o EMSP 1220 

o EMSP 1221 

o EMSP 1230 

 

Sasha explained to the group that securing financial assistance funding eligibility for programs is 

imperative; however, increasing the program hours to meet Pell eligibility is not the proper 

protocol that should take place to secure a particular type of funding. Sasha explained that the 

proper steps in securing funding are to work on meeting the requirements from other sources, 

such as Hope-Career Grant, etc, without adding hours and compromising the integrity of the 

program. Additionally, she explained that for colleges that truly want their EMT program to be 

covered by Pell, it will be best for them to adopt the EP12: EMS Professions program as an 

additional alternative.  

  

Sasha opened the floor for discussion. The group stated that she modified the program based on 

the feedback received and agreed with the changes.  
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Advanced Emergency Medical Technician (AEMT) 

 
The PROBE feedback/comments received for the EMH1: Advanced Emergency Medical 

Technician (AEMT) program are as follows,   

- Each theory course should have an accompanying lab.  

 

Based on the feedback, Sasha provided the group with the necessary modifications to address the 

concerns.  

 
The program was modified as follows, 

- Created new lab courses 

o EMSP 1550L: AEMT Lab 1 

o EMSP 1560L: AEMT Lab II 

- Follow the course numbering sequence 

o AEMT Clinical changed to EMSP 1570 
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o AEMT Capstone changed to EMSP 1580 

 

Sasha explained that the program can still be taught within 1-2 semesters by offering the 

following,  

- Part of Tem 1 (1st half) 

o EMSP 1550 

o EMSP 1550L 

- Part of Term 2 (2nd half) 

o EMSP 1560 

o EMSP 1560L 

- Full Term or Part of Term 

o EMSP 1570 

o EMSP 1580 

 

Sasha opened the floor for discussion. The group stated that she modified the program based on 

the feedback received and agreed with the changes.  

 

Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Profession  

 
The PROBE feedback/comments received for the EE91: Emergency Medical Services (EMS) 

Profession program are as follows,   

- Keep at the diploma status.  

- Replace the ALHS 1011 with the BIOL 2113/2114 course requirements.  

 

Based on the feedback, Sasha provided the group with the necessary modifications to address the 

concerns.  
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The program modifications are as follows, 

- Due to the modifications to the EMT program, the increase in hours resulted in an 

increase in credit hours for the program between 37 and 40 credit hours.  

- The Human Anatomy requirement provides an “or” for colleges to select from either 

ALHS 1011 or BIOL 2113/2114 courses.  

- The increase in credit hours resulted in the program returning to its original diploma 

status, resulting in the EE91 major code being obsolete and replaced with a 2025 version 

of the EP12 major code.  

 

Sasha opened the floor for discussion. The group stated that she modified the program based on 

the feedback received and agreed with the changes.  

 

Paramedicine  

The PROBE feedback/comments received for the Paramedicine program stated the following, 

- Concern with the program scheduling of the proposed changes 

- Crosswalk is unclear.  

- Additional hours required for simulation are not accounted for.  

- Proposed curriculum increased the number of semesters of completion 

- Course content is unclear. 

 

Sasha explained that due to the feedback and number of comments received from administration, 

it has been requested that the paramedicine curriculum be placed on hold and revisited at a later 

date.    

 

 

Open 

Discussion/Voting   

 Sasha thanked the group for their time and for providing her with their valuable input to modify 

the programs to ensure all program needs are met. Sasha stated that now is the time to reopen the 

discussion on the modifications of the programs before they take a vote. The group stated that 

the modifications were fine and they can move forward with the voting process.  
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Sasha thanked the group and provided them with the following key takeaways to remember 

when voting,  

- EMT  

o Has 2 lectures, 2 labs & 1 clinical  

o Increased by 1 credit hr & 15 contact hrs 

▪ 15 lecture hrs within EMSP 1221: Lab II (total 75 contact hrs can be 

utilized within lab) 

- AEMT 

o Has 2 lectures, 2 labs, 1 clinical & 1 capstone 

o No additional hours added 

- EMS Professions  

o BIOL 2113/L & 2114/L added as an “or” option 

o “Or” options for general education courses.  

o Due to increased credit hours in the EMT program, the EE91 program is obsolete, 

and revisions were modified to the EP12 program. 

▪ Accept votes for EP12 (2025).  

- Paramedicine 

o Needs to be reviewed & revised at a later date.  

 

Sasha instructed them either to scan the QR code on their screen or use the link in the chat to 

provide their vote. She further stated that she would like everyone on the call to submit their 

personal vote.  

 

 

Next Steps/Closing 

Remarks  

 Sasha thanked the IFCC for their hard work and dedication. Sasha explained to the group the 

next steps for the PROBE process. She stated that she will review the results from today's 

meeting and finalize the PROBE documents to reflect the revisions. The modified PROBE will 

be resent for the colleges to review and vote on prior to the October 28th deadline. 

She further explained that the goal is to ensure that the PROBE will be on the December State 

Board to ensure that the colleges can include these changes is applicable to their accreditation 

documentation, etc.  

 

Sasha reminded the faculty that they must communicate with their college administration on 

their stance on the PROBE modifications revisions, since only the college president can submit 

the official PROBE vote. Sasha stated that she will keep the group informed throughout the 

process. She asked if there were any questions, and there were none. Sasha thanked the group 

once more for their full participation and wished everyone well.   

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 3:30pm 

 

Minutes submitted by: Sasha Kahiga 
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Appendix 

 

Results of the Electronic PROBE vote 

 

Id Email Accept the 
revisions of 
the ED91: 
Emergency 
Medical 
Technician 
(EMT) 
program  

Accept the 
revisions of 
the EMH1: 
Advanced 
Emergency 
Medical 
Technician 
(AEMT) 

I understand 
that due to 
the increase 
of hours 
within the 
EMT 
program, the 
EE91: 
Emergency 
Medical 
Services 
(EMS) 
Professions 
is now an 
obsolete 
program 
major code 
and the 
revisions 
have been 
made to  

Accept the 
revisions of 
the new 
2025 
version of 
the EP12: 
EMS 
Professions  

I understand that 
due to the PROBE 
feedback of the 
Paramedicine 
program, the 
Paramedicine will 
need to be 
reviewed and 
revised by the IFCC 
at a later date.  

Comments  

1 anonymous Yes  Yes Yes Yes Yes None 

2 anonymous Yes  Yes Yes Yes Yes None  

3 anonymous Yes  Yes Yes Yes Yes No issues 

4 anonymous Yes  Yes Yes Yes Yes No comment 

5 anonymous Yes  Yes Yes Yes Yes None 

6 anonymous Yes  Yes Yes Yes Yes None 

7 anonymous Yes  Yes Yes Yes Yes Na 

8 anonymous Yes  Yes Yes Yes Yes N/A 

9 anonymous Yes  Yes Yes Yes Yes Na 

10 anonymous Yes  Yes Yes Yes Yes N/A 

11 anonymous Yes  

Yes 

Yes Yes Yes 

We need to get 
this in the can, 
no more foot 
dragging.  

12 anonymous Yes  Yes Yes Yes Yes No Comments  
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13 anonymous Yes  

Yes 

Yes Yes Yes 

No further 
comments at this 
time. Would like 
to move forward 
with the 
Paramedicine 
program changes 
as soon as 
possible as 
possible as well. 

14 anonymous Yes  Yes Yes Yes Yes N/A 

15 anonymous Yes  Yes Yes Yes Yes   

16 anonymous Yes  Yes Yes Yes Yes Na 

17 anonymous Yes  Yes Yes Yes Yes Thank you! 

18 anonymous Yes  

Yes 

Yes Yes Yes 

Question 4 to 
    “  ”   f   
gen ed classes to 
allow degree 
level gen ed.  

19 anonymous Yes  Yes Yes Yes Yes . 

20 anonymous Yes  Yes Yes Yes Yes N/A 

21 anonymous Yes  

Yes 

Yes Yes Yes 

I feel better with 
these revisions 
than what was 
previously 
presented in the 
probe. 

22 anonymous Yes  Yes Yes Yes Yes Thank you! 

23 anonymous Yes  Yes Yes Yes Yes Approve 

24 anonymous Yes  Yes Yes Yes Yes Reviewed 

25 anonymous Yes  
Yes 

Yes Yes Yes 
No additional 
comments 

26 anonymous Yes  Yes Yes Yes Yes None 

27 anonymous Yes  Yes Yes Yes Yes None 

28 anonymous Yes  

Yes 

Yes Yes Yes 

Still concerned 
that the theory is 
a little short in 
EMT 

29 anonymous Yes  

Yes 

Yes Yes Yes 

I support the 
hour changes 
and am grateful 
to hear that the 
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paramedic 
changes are 
being postponed. 
Thank you. 

30 anonymous Yes  

Yes 

Yes Yes Yes 

I still do not 
agree with the 
EMT and the 
AEMT program 
hours being 
decreased. 
However, I 
acknowledge 
that this change 
is going to 
happen no 
matter what. The 
new revisions are 
much better than   
the previous 
plans. 

31 anonymous Yes  Yes Yes Yes Yes N/A 

 


