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Date: August 14, 2024

Time: 1:00 pm — 2:00 pm
Location: WebEx

Meeting Facilitator: Sasha Kahiga

Attendees
1) Sasha Kahiga- Curriculum Program Specialist, Technical College System of GA (TCSG)
2) Corbett Davis- Program Director, Atlanta Technical College
3) Frank Flanigan- Department Chair, Albany Technical College
4) Karen Nowakowski- Program Director, Lanier Technical College
5) Sean Joiner
6) Kellie McElroy-Hopper- Dean of Public Safety, Augusta Technical College
Agenda Topics/Discussion
Agenda Items Discussion
Welcome Sasha Kahiga welcomed the faculty and thanked them for their attendance.
Sasha introduced herself and asked the faculty to introduce themselves by
providing their names, colleges, and titles. Sasha reviewed the agenda and
explained to the group the primary purpose of the meeting.
Program Discussion The meeting discussed changes and revisions to various fire and

emergency service programs, including the possibility of phasing out
specific programs and the addition of new courses and programs.

June 2024 Updates

o Sasha explained she is awaiting responses from her
administration on the possibility of moving forward with the
articulation agreement with Fire Academy.

o She is also awaiting a response from her administration on the
possibility of moving forward with a state-wide Industry
equivalence document, but she stated that she will need the
updated document with course revisions discussed from the last
meeting.

e Inresponse, Karen (Lanier) stated she will work on sending it
to Sasha. approval of the equivalencies between different
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classes and credits, which are difficult to compare, but they will
still be accepted.

EMSP Program Updates

e Sasha provided the group with the following update on the
EMS PROBE and how it will impact the Fire Science
Programs.

o The EMT program revisions reduced the program from
16 credit hours/345 contact hours to 11 credit hours/258
contact hours.

o The AEMT program revisions reduced the program
from 10 credit hours/240 contact hours to 9 credit
hours/239 contact hours.

o The Paramedicine diploma program revisions reduced
the program from 58 credit hours/1350 contact hours to
55 credit hours/1260 contact hours.

o Sasha further explained that the Paramedicine degree
program will be phased out and placed within the
Associate of Applied Science in Allied Health
Professions or a newly created Associate of Applied
Science in Public Safety Professions.

e Sasha explained that the EMSP revisions will impact the Fire
Science programs that have the EMSP embedded within. She
explained in detail the following,

o The FIE3 program will be reduced from 62 credit hours
to 56 credit hours, resulting in the change of the
credential level of this program from a degree to a
diploma.

o Inresponse, the I[FCC stated that the program needs to
remain at its current credential level and would like to
add the FRSC 1050 and the FRSC 1141 courses.

o Sasha took note and stated that she will make the
adjustments within a new version of the program, which
will be added as part of the EMS PROBE documents.

o The FIE2 program will be reduced from 56 credit hours
to 50 credit hours, which will keep the program at the
same credential diploma level.

o Inresponse, the [FCC stated that the FRSC 1050 and
FRSC 1141 courses needed to be added to the FIE2
program as well to align with the FIE3 program
changes.
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New Program Discussion

o The IFCC further stated that adding the FRSC 1050 and
FRSC 1141 courses to the program will enhance
graduate rates.

o Sasha took notes and stated that she will make
adjustments within a new version of the program, which
will be added to the EMSP PROBE documents.

o The FI12 program was reduced from 53 credit hours to
47 credit hours, leaving the program at the diploma
level.

o Sasha explained that the revisions made to the EMSP
courses, ultimately shortening the fire science program
with EMSP embedded within, and ensuring alignment
with state EMSP requirements.

Sasha explained to the group that during the Practical Nursing
and Massage Therapy revisions, which were required to ensure
that the programs met the required hours set by the regulatory
body, the AAF3: Associate of Applied Science in Allied Health
Profession was created to provide additional opportunities for
students looking to earn a degree or move forward to a high
level of degree.

She stated that her plan to move forward is to revise the Allied
Health programs where a degree is not required by the
regulatory body or the accrediting agency, but desired by
students and faculty for further educational purposes, will be
replaced with the new AAF3 program with the program area as
a specialization. Sasha stated the idea is similar to the Pre-Med
degrees with specialization offered at 4-yr colleges and
universities.

Sasha stated that she would like to follow this same concept
with the creation of an Associate of Applied Science in Public
Safety to include Fire Science and Paramedicine, if accepted,
and use this program to replace the FS13. Sasha opened the
floor for discussion and concerns,

o Karen (Lanier) stated that the Fire Science Degree needs
to remain and not be removed as an option.

e In response, Sasha stated that she is not suggesting
removing the degree as an option, but would like to
present the Fire Science degree within an overall degree
for Public Safety programs. She further explained that
the program's offering, teaching, daily operation, and
articulations will not change, only the major code.
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Additional Program Discussion

o Sasha further stated that the goal is to combine different
degree programs that are unregulated into one major
code with specialization of the program areas to provide
a more streamlined approach of programs within the
curriculum database. It will also increase the system's
ability to show graduates from the program, thereby
improving the financial aid need for the program and the
gainful employment.

e In response, the IFCC did not agree and requested that
the degree program remain as is and feels that it
articulates better into a 4-year degree in public
administration or fire and emergency services.

o Sasha took notes and will keep the degree separate. She
will not move forward with the creation of a standard
Associate of Applied Science in Public Safety degree.

The IFCC stated that the revisions requested for the Fire
Science programs will result in the phasing out of the PF31:
Professional Fire Apparatus Operator Engineer program and the
PF02: Professional Fire Officer program.

The IFCC stated that the revisions required for the Fire Science
programs will result in the phasing out of the FST2: Fire
Science Technology program and the PF12: Professional
Firefighter program.

In response, Sasha stated that she will take note of the changes
but suggested that the colleges do not begin to terminate the
programs until after the EMS PROBE is approved.

Sasha asked if there were any other questions or concerns. In
response, it was asked if the Fire and Emergency Services
program can be assigned to the Hope Career Grant.

In response, Sasha stated that she was awaiting a response from
her administration on adding a few other programs she
requested, but has been told the process has changed and they
are awaiting details. She stated she will ensure that she ask her
administration to add this program once she hears back.

Next Steps/Closing

Sasha thanked the group for their valuable input and explained that her
next steps are to work on the EMS PROBE documentation. She further
explained that there will not be a separate PROBE ticket for the Fire
Science program changes, and all the revisions will be listed on the one
ticket since the EMSP courses are the reason for the changes to the Fire
Science program. Sasha asked the group to verify based on their input,
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that the only programs she will be making revisions to and will have a
2025 version are the following,

- FI12: Firefighter/EMSP (Standard)

- FIE2: Fire & Emergency Services Occupation (Lanier)

- FIE3: Fire & Emergency Services Occupation (Standard)

In response, the IFCC agrees. Sasha asked the group if there were any
additional questions, concerns, or topics of discussion; there were
none. Sasha thanked the group once more and stated that she would
keep them posted on the updates.

Meeting adjourned at 2:00 pm

Minutes submitted by: Sasha Kahiga
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