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Instructional Faculty Consortium Committee (IFCC) 
 

Fire Science Technology IFCC Minutes 
 

Date: June 05, 2024 

Time: 9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

Location: GA Public Safety Training Center (GPSTC)  

Meeting Facilitator: Karen Nowakowski 

 
Attendees 

1) Sasha Kahiga- Curriculum Program Specialist, Technical College System of GA (TCSG) 

2) Cruz Lake- Program Director, West GA Technical College 

3) Frank Flanigan- Department Chair, Albany Technical College 

4) Karen Nowakowski- Program Director, Lanier Technical College 

5) Lemuel Mercado- Chief of Police & Dean of First Responder, Southern Crescent  

6) Rod Gardner- Associate of Dean of Allied Health, West GA Technical College 

7) Ike McConnell- Chief of Fire Academy, GA Public Safety Training Center  

 
Agenda Topics/Discussion 

 
Agenda Items Discussion 

Welcome Sasha Kahiga welcomed the faculty and thanked them for their attendance. 

Sasha introduced herself and asked the faculty to introduce themselves by 

providing their name, college, and title. Sasha reviewed the agenda and 

explained to the group that the primary purpose of the meeting is to discuss in 

imperative aspects of the program.  

 

TCSG Updates Sasha provided the group with several TCSG updates. 

- 2024 IFCC Meetings 

o Meetings are all set and scheduled for the year. Meeting dates 

can be reviewed on the AA website 

(https://intranet.tcsg.edu/teched/academic-affairs/ifcc/)  

- Administrative Capability Changes 

o Sasha explained to the group of the recent federal financial 

aid assistant changes. She further explained that the changes 

impact the Pell-eligibility of programs that have higher clock 

hour requirements set by the regulatory body of that program, 

such as Practical Nursing and Neuromuscular Massage 

Therapy.  

- Professional/Faculty Development 

https://intranet.tcsg.edu/teched/academic-affairs/ifcc/
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o Sasha explained that TCSG provides several professional 

development opportunities such as KMS Training, Phase I & 

II Faculty Development, etc. 

o Sasha further stated that TCSG is offering the first 

Mathematics and Science Conference at Gwinnett Tech on 

July 19th and all faulty is welcome to attend.  

- Programmatic Technology  

o Sasha provided the group with a quick overview of AI, AR & 

VR technology. She stated that technology is becoming more 

utilized in classrooms across the nation and throughout 

several TCSG schools. She asked if anyone was utilizing any 

AI, VR or AR technology within their programs. There were 

none.  

- IFCC OneDrive 

o Sasha informed the group that they have still have access to 

their IFCC OneDrive which should be use as a reference of 

sharing ideas, documents, etc, Fire Science Technology 

IFCC. 
Program Discussion  Karen Nowakowski thanked Sasha and facilitated a discussion on the 

following topics,  
- Equivalence for Industry Certifications & Licenses 

o As a group, Karen reviewed the certifications & licenses 

listing and ensured the TCSG Fire Science courses were 

listed correctly. 

o Karen made notes of updates and informed the group she will 

email the revise list to Sasha.   

o The question was proposed if the list could be a TCSG state-

wide approved list recognized by all TCSG colleges offering 

the Fire Science program. In response, Sasha stated that there 

is PLA work group starting at TCSG, whom were task to do 

this for several programs, and they are starting with 

manufacturing. She further stated that once Karen sends the 

document to her, she will forward to her administration 

requesting a meeting to determine if Fire Science can be 

added to the PLA task since the heavy lifting has already 

been done.  

- AOPP/AOPL for FRSN 2100 

o The group discussed the AOPP/AOPL and Karen noted 

topics of discussion for the next meeting.  

- Articulation Agreement w/TCSG & GPSTC 

o Chef McConnell expressed GPSTC interest in developing an 

articulation agreement for the TCSG Fire Science programs. 

He further explained that he currently is drafting a template 

with another institution and once finalized, he would like for 

the IFCC to utilize the same template. Karen asked Chief 

https://dtae-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/skahiga_tcsg_edu/EjKV5sINWB9MjsN5e6n_nF8BuTkzCD3s9O_5qXChojjveA?e=MEqPkn
https://dtae-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/skahiga_tcsg_edu/EjKV5sINWB9MjsN5e6n_nF8BuTkzCD3s9O_5qXChojjveA?e=MEqPkn
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McConnell to send it to her once the template is ready, and 

she will send it to Sasha for the next steps.  

o In response, Sasha stated that once she receives the template, 

she will forward it to her administration requesting a meeting 

for further steps, etc.  

- 2024 GA Fire Service Conference  

o Karen reminded the group of the 2024 GA Fire Service 

Conference scheduled for November 12-15, 2024, at the 

Marriott Augusta Convention Center.  

- Skills USA 

o Karen encourages the group to get more involved with 

SkillsUSA.  

Closing Remarks/Next Steps Sasha thank the group for attending and stated that she will be working on 

getting the documents to her administration once they are received.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 1:00 pm 

 

Minutes submitted by: Karen Nowakowski 


