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INSTRUCTIONAL FACULTY CONSORTIUM COMMITTEE (IFCC) 

WELDING AND JOINING TECHNOLOGY MEETING MINUTES 

Date: Tuesday, June 10, 2025 

Time: 10:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Location: Central GA Technical College – Macon campus 

Meeting Facilitator: Mike Howard 

Recorder: Mike Howard 

Attendees: Albany Tech: Dennis Benton, James Mitchell; Athens Tech: Christina Wolfe; Central GA Tech: Aaron 

Clark, Blake Holliman, Jason Haramut, Robert Waters, Ridge Wallace, Chivonne Faulks, Katarina Jackson, 

Montana Moore, Adam Foster, April Widner; Chattahoochee Tech: Callahan Roberson, John Cole, Zach Martin, 

Shelly Downs, Tyler Nations; Coastal Pines Tech: Doug Furman, Chad Swanson; Columbus Tech: Je’Juan Collins, 

Ronnie McBride; Gwinnett Tech: Steve Jessup, David Holtzman; Lanier Tech: Mike Brandt; North GA Tech: 

Ronnie Ayers, Fernando Arenas, Dusty Bolman, Austin Hopper; Oconee Fall Line Tech: Joshua Bridges, Jeff 

Partridge, Tony Simmons; Ogeechee Tech: Cleve “Ridge” Davis; Savannah Tech: Jonathan Hinnant; South GA 

Tech: Ted Eschmann, Brad Aldridge; Southeastern Tech: Jason McDonald, Chris Edenfield, Michael Crumpler; 

Southern Crescent Tech: Wesley Barron, Jeremy Wright, Ronnie Davis, Heather Howell; Southern Regional 

Tech: Brad Braswell, Brad Simmons, Clifton Taylor; West GA Tech: Tyler Layton; Wiregrass GA Tech: Ron 

Bramley, Jason Brewer 

WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER: 

Aaron Clark, state IFCC chair, called the meeting to order at 10:00 am. Since there were a lot of new faces in the 

group, Aaron asked everyone to provide a very brief introduction of themselves. 

 

DISCUSSION SUMMARY:  

CPS Comments           Mike Howard 
Mike discussed some IFCC meeting requests brought up by the VPAAs at their fall peer group meeting. The 
requests included 1. Move meetings centrally located, 2. In-person meetings should include the Webex option. 
Mike addressed each request individually. 1. The Welding and Joining IFCC has and will continue holding its 
meetings centrally located within the state. Central GA Tech-Macon or Warner Robins and Oconee Fall Line-
Dublin is considered centrally located. 2. Webex option will be provided if the host college provides a room with 
webex functionality. 
 
Mike provided an update on changes to the High Demand Career List/HOPE Career Grant. Due to HB 982, the 
State Workforce Development Board is tasked with publishing the HDC list annually. The HOPE Career Grant List 
matches the HDC list. 
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Dual Enrollment Presentation         Joseph Echols 
Joseph provided a Dual Enrollment overview PPT presentation of the Dual Enrollment options available to high 
school students. The presentation included policies and procedures, curriculum requirements, and outcomes for 
each of the Dual Enrollment options. Joseph’s PPT presentation will be distributed to the IFCC through the 
listserv. 
 
Miller Electric           Patricia Carr 
Patricia introduced her team joining her – Justin Elliott, District Manager-Georgia and Tara Broughton, Safety 
Solutions Manager. Patricia gave an update on Miller Electric’s educational products such as augmented reality 
training equipment and educational resources such as their free OpenBook resource, their Training Solutions 
Portfolio, Hobart Filler Metal Education Program, and their upcoming Early Career Instructor Conference in 
Lawrenceville, GA. Links to all resources and contact information for Patricia and her team will be shared on the 
listserv. 
 
PSYC 1010 option in WAJ2 program        Mike Howard 
Mike stated that he could not recall who brought this up to be included on the agenda, but that PSYC 1010 is 
already an option for the EMPL 1000 course. Mike will continue looking for the email request for this item to 
include on the agenda for the next meeting. 
 
AWS Updates           Robert Trudelle 
AWS - American Welding Society News & Updates. 

• Southern Crescent Technical College has been awarded the AWS Workforce grant of 50,000.00   
• To date we at AWS Atlanta Section have secured 10 separate 1,000 welder training scholarships for 10 

Georgia Students, many of them in your classes. 
• One of your own instructors was awarded this weekend at the AWS District conference a slot in this 

year’s AWS Leadership Symposium to be held in Miami Florida at AWS Headquarters next month. Mr. 
Brad Simmons of Southern Regional Technical College out of Tifton Georgia. 

• Special thanks to all in attendance who are AWS - American Welding Society Members and to our AWS 
Student Chapters, Savannah Technical College, Southern Crescent, Technical College, and our recently 
approved Southern Regional Technical College.  

• Reminder of upcoming SkillsUSA national welding competitions. 
• Benefits of AWS Student Memberships, Awards, and Scholarships.  
• Instructors who are currently CWI - Certified Welding Inspector and/or CWE - Certified Welding 

Educators please reach out to us for any questions or assistance with renewals or those seeking to 
obtain them for the first time.  

• Remember that the Fabtech Welding Expo will be held in Chicago, Illinois. September 8 - 11.  
• Reminder that the Sunbelt AG Show in Moultrie, GA. is Oct. 14 - 16th this year and the AWS Welding 

Trailer will be there with welding simulators and prizes. https://www.aws.org/community-and-
events/mobile-experience/ 

• This year's annual AWS Student Chapter Welding Competition will be held in November between 
Savannah, Southern Crescent, & Southern Regional. Instructors of those Colleges please follow your 
email deadlines for team submissions.  

 
Open Forum           Aaron Clark 
Aaron opened the floor for discussion. Jeremy Wright, Southern Crescent, and Ronnie Ayers, North GA Tech, 
expressed an interest in revising their NCCER curriculum. Mike said he would work with each college individually 
since they are offering different program major codes. 
 
Next IFCC Meeting          Aaron Clark 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aws.org%2Fcommunity-and-events%2Fmobile-experience%2F&data=05%7C02%7CCHoward%40tcsg.edu%7C95fe934c6207495bee3208ddaea33308%7Cbda911050729491594d7ec5b3c37c90f%7C0%7C0%7C638858738148682373%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=v9M1y0bAagLy1%2FjFT6Gn3lDofXTXmk0kxkXB1DY61YI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aws.org%2Fcommunity-and-events%2Fmobile-experience%2F&data=05%7C02%7CCHoward%40tcsg.edu%7C95fe934c6207495bee3208ddaea33308%7Cbda911050729491594d7ec5b3c37c90f%7C0%7C0%7C638858738148682373%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=v9M1y0bAagLy1%2FjFT6Gn3lDofXTXmk0kxkXB1DY61YI%3D&reserved=0
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The attendees agreed that June would be a good time to schedule the 2026 IFCC meeting to be held at Central 
GA Tech – Macon campus. Mike and Aaron will select a date, reserve the meeting room, and begin developing 
the agenda. 
 
Adjourn           Aaron Clark 
With no further business to be discussed, Aaron adjourned the meeting at 2:30 pm. 

 

Minutes Submitted By: Mike Howard 


