Technical College
System of Georgia

INSTRUCTIONAL FACULTY CONSORTIUM COMMITTEE (IFCC)

FISH & WILDLIFE; FORESTRY; AGRIBUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

Date: Monday, March 03, 2025

Time: 9:00 am —3:00 pm

Location: Oconee Fall Line Technical College — Dublin campus
Meeting Facilitator: Mike Howard

Recorder: Mike Howard

Attendees: Dr. Jeremy Green, Southern Regional; Elizabeth Harrell, Southern Regional; Casey Corbett,
Ogeechee; Alexia Goodman, Athens; Dr. Chris Morgan, Athens; Rusty Logan, North GA

WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER:

CPS Comments Mike Howard
Mike announced that he has been assigned as the Curriculum Program Specialist for the Agribusiness,
Environmental Horticulture, Fish & Wildlife, Forestry, and Golf Course Management Programs.

Mike discussed some IFCC meeting requests brought up by the VPAAs at their fall peer group meeting. The
requests included 1. Move meetings centrally located, 2. In-person meetings should include the Webex option,
and 3. Try to schedule meetings on Fridays and between semesters. Mike addressed each request individually. 1.
This IFCC has and will continue holding its meetings centrally located within the state. Oconee Fall Line is
considered centrally located. 2. Webex option will be provided if the host college provides a room with webex
functionality. 3. With the number of IFCCs, limited number of rooms at centrally located colleges, and the
varying college calendars, it is not feasible to schedule IFCC meetings during a semester break. Meetings will
continue to be scheduled when most convenient for statewide faculty.

Prior to the discussion on curriculum revisions, Mike reminded the faculty that the type of revisions will
determine the complexity of the process. Editing course content is minor and can be completed very quickly
with no state board approval required. Changing course structure, i.e. contact and credit hours, affects program
credit hours. Changes to program credit hours require new program versions and must go through the Probe
process and require state board approval.

Curriculum Updates and Discussion Casey Corbett
The Agribusiness instructors left to discuss their curriculum while the Fish & Wildlife and Forestry instructors
discussed their curriculum. The Agribusiness instructors would rejoin the meeting later for discussion on
curriculum shared by all programs.

Casey Corbett led the discussion, and the instructors began a review of the student learning outcomes for each

course. Most of the FWMT courses did not have any recommended changes and the FWMT courses that did
those changes were minor edits to the student learning outcomes.
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The committee recommended a credit hour change for the FORS 1030 — Dendrology course. The committee felt
the 3 credit hours were not adequate for a 105 contact hour course and recommended increasing this to 4
credit hours. Mike stated that can be done by moving the 6 Other Lab contact hours to 6 Regular Lab contact
hours. This would increase the course credit hours from 3 to 4 and maintain the 105 contact hours. Mike stated
this is a structural change to a course and he will need to investigate its impact on programs.

The Agribusiness instructors returned to the meeting and requested the AGRB 2200 — Principles of Agronomy
course be replaced with a new course for Plant Science. Mike stated this could be easily completed if the new
course has the same contact and credit hours as the AGRB 2200 course. Mike can create a course shell with the
requested course code and number and an instructor can fill in the course content. New courses do not require
state board approval.

Dr. Chris Morgan stated the curriculum outline in the curriculum database does not match the curriculum
outline Athens tech is using for their institutionally developed Agricultural Science program. Mike stated they
can follow-up later to resolve this issue.

Q&A and Next Steps

Mike asked the committee to send him the requested changes to the course content and those changes will be
completed quickly. The effects of changing the FORS course will more than likely require a Probe and Mike will
keep the committee posted on that process.

DISCUSSION SUMMARY:

With no further business to be discussed, the meeting was adjourned at 1:30 pm.

Minutes Submitted By: Mike Howard
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