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INSTRUCTIONAL FACULTY CONSORTIUM COMMITTEE (IFCC) 
EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE EDUCATION MEETING MINUTES 

Date: Thursday, February 27, 2025 

Time: 10:00 am 

Location: Central Ga Technical College, Macon, GA 

Meeting Facilitator: Nathalie Dames, Lisa White 

Recorder: Tian Foss 

Attendees: Albany TC:Mimieux Slacks, ArKimberly Robinson; Athens TC: Lisa White, Leslie McKenzie; Augusta 
TC: Shirnita Rucker, Rodithia Carr; Atlanta TC: Jim Gale, Jr.,Sharrron McIntyre; Chattahoochee TC: Lourdes 
Dumke, Tyeichia Mason, Susan McCoy;  Central Georgia TC: Bernita Allen, Tamara Rawlings, Cristina Leville, 
Nannette -McFadden; Columbus TC: Carson Valdez, Rita Parmer; GA Piedmont TC: Jean Jones; Gwinnett TC: Lani 
Douglas, Christy Mitchell; Lanier TC: Kelsi Hickey, Diane Griffin; North GA TC: Kelly Smith, Angie Minish; Oconee 
Fall Line TC: Connie Burgamy, Lanna Mallette, Ogeechee TC: Paula Clifton; South GA TC Jaye Cripe, Cambrette 
Hudson; Southern Regional TC Catherine Croley, Ariel Register, Carolyn F. Jones; Southeastern TC: Kay Wilson, 
Mindy Sumner; Southern Crescent TC: Diane McHughes, Kinsley Eubanks; Savannah TC: Stephanie Grant, Tian 
Foss; Wiregrass TC: Songelyn Smith, Valerie Tisby, Kendall Curry; West GA TC Joyce Freeman, Deanna Stoddard, 
Wendy Grey; TCSG System Office: Nathalie Dames CCR&R SW GA: Cindy Spann 

WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER: 

Lisa White welcomed everyone and attendees participated in a networking activity to introduce 
themselves.   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM OCTOBER 2024 MEETING 

Minutes were emailed to everyone to review.   Susan McCoy made a motion to approve the minutes 
as written, Tamara Rawlings seconded.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Perkins Grant Information 

Kay Wilson provided information on the Perkins Grant. The Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical 
Education Act of 2006, as amended by the Strengthening Career and Technical Education for the 21st 
Century Act (Perkins V), was signed into law on July 31, 2018. The act provides an increased focus on 
the academic achievement of career and technical education student and emphasizes alignment with 
state-level and local needs. This site provides current information on the Technical Colleges System of 
Georgia efforts to implement the act Someone from each college should be asked for input on the 
colleges 5-year plan for improvement – you will be the individuals making that plan work. Kay noted 
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that not one of our colleges is meeting the 19.56% TCSG benchmark for non-traditional students. Dr. 
Dames stated that individual programs have their own benchmarks, so check with your college.  

Three areas that TCSG tracks for academic achievement include:  

P1: Placement 
P2: Graduation 
P3: Non-Traditional Students for the field of study (for ECCE this is males) 
There was much discussion on why the % is so high, why older returning students are not included in 
that population and how they collect that data. Dr. Dames will schedule someone from TCSG 
Institutional Effectiveness to come speak to IFCC at the next meeting to explain this in further detail.  
Some ideas that were discussed for recruitment of males in ECCE include: Market your program to High 
School male athletic teams, create marketing video, flyers etc. spotlighting males, interest workshops, 
follow up with GA TAPP for their high school initiatives “homegrown teachers”, target 
paraprofessionals in the schools to further their education through TSCG. 
To learn more about the PERKINS Grant through TCSG https://perkins.tcsg.edu/  

PROPOSED ABA TCC BY LESLIE MACKENZIE (ATHENS TECH) 

The proposed ABA TCC is working toward filling a need in the nation for qualified Registered Behavior 
Technicians (RBT). The RBT works under a Board-Certified Behavior Analysis (BCBA). The goal of 
Behavior Analysis is to minimize unwanted behaviors. There are a variety of job opportunities for these 
positions such as nursing, developmental programs, autism centers, school systems etc. The RBT works 
under the direct supervision of a BCBA.  
The proposed ABA TCC would include: Prerequisites ECCE 1103 and ECCE 2201 and Intro to Applied 
Behavioral Analysis, ABA Practicum and Data Collection and Assessment. Note: The practicum hours 
would have to be done under a BCBA. If you wanted to offer this TCC you would have to work with a 
local BCBA to be willing to do this supervision piece. Upon successful completion of this TCC the 
student would need to complete the Competency Assessment to qualify for their RBT certification. The 
Competency Assessment must be completed by a BCBA in a practicum setting.  Students must be 18 
years of age and practicum hours must be a minimum of 40. 
See attached proposal 
A motion was made by Wendy Gray to support Athens Technical College in moving forward to get 
approval to offer the ABA TCC. Motion was seconded by Kimberly Robinson. Motion was 
unanimously approved. 
LUNCH 

TCSG Overview by Dr. Dames 

Dr. Dames provided an overview of information available on the TCSG Academic Affairs Web page. You 
can access Curriculum Program Specialists, IFCC information, Information Tickets and Probes, and 
Articulation Agreements. 

Dr. Dames shared instructions on how to access IFCC minutes. 1) Go to https://www.tcsg.edu/ (no 
password is needed for this process). 2) Scroll down to the very bottom of the site and select TCSG 
Intranet. 3) Select Office of TECHNICAL EDUCATION. 4) Select IFCC. 5) Select Meeting Minutes 6) Select 
Early Childhood Care and Education click the “-“ to see the list of the past 5 meeting minutes. 

https://perkins.tcsg.edu/
https://www.tcsg.edu/
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Dr. Dames noted that if you do not sign in your name will not be listed as in attendance. You should 
ALWAYS verify your name was listed on these minutes and contact Dr. Dames ndames@tscg.edu if it 
was missed. These documents are checked to ensure at least one staff is attending the IFCC meetings 
for accreditation renewals. 
Dr. Dames stated that you can access any Articulation Agreements TCSG has on this website. She also 
noted that if any schools are working on any agreements with another university, please inform 
her/TSCG. It is good for the state to know what the local level is doing so that they can support their 
efforts. Kennesaw has told some instructors and students that they are not aware of any Articulation 
Agreement with TCSG. Dr. Jean will contact Kennesaw to clarify and inform their staff on the 
articulation agreement and follow up with IFCC. Dr. Dames stated that when working to establish or 
helping a student, be sure to clarify if the ECCE courses are going to be determined “electives” or core 
classes. 
Teacher apprentices may be included on the next IFCC meeting agenda. 
 

FACULTY DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE OVERVIEW by Dr. Dames 

Dr. Dames stated that if your college requires you to attend or if you stared and did not complete the Institute it is now in 
Blackboard. Contact Dr. Dames for additional information 
Here is the schedule: 
Phase I Part 1: Online Modules 
Phase II Part 2: Synchronous via Web Ex 

o 2/25/25 Web Ex 
o 4/17/25 Web EX 
o 5/13/25 Web Ex 

Phase II Part 1: Online Modules 
Phase II Part 2: In person meetings 

o 3/20/25 Lanier Technical College 
o 4/23/25 Columbus Technical College 
o 5/22/25 Albany Technical College 
o 7/17/25 Wiregrass Technical College 
o 9/16/25 Coastal Pines Technical College 
o 10/14/25 Atlanta Technical College 

ADDITIONAL TCSG UPDATES by Dr. Dames 

ECCE 1106 – Health Safety and Nutrition clarification. You do not need to use or offer this 
course. This course is an “OR” option. Do NOT change anything you are doing. It was created 
to help transfer students. This course is NOT specific to GA Rules and Regulations and CPR is 
the responsibility of the student to obtain outside of the course. 

High Demand Career List: Early Childhood code was updated to reflect the CIP/SOC code is 
now “Preschool Teacher except special education” Code: 252011.  

Pyramid Model Update: Dr. Dames reminded DECAL that there are always new Technical 
College staff and we would like to continue to be on their list for offering this training to our 
staff. 

GA PDS Career Levels: Dr. Dames is a member of a working committee adjusting the current 
list to better reflect the ECCE field. Level 5 is practicum. 

mailto:ndames@tscg.edu
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OE Week 2025: is next week. Take advantage of the offered trainings. Let your Blackboard 
Administrator know if you plan to attend any OE Trainings. 

Dr. Dames is trying to create a more centralized training calendar. If you have any trainings 
coming up in the future please share them with Dr. Dames. Remember to stay engaged with 
both NAEYC and GAEYC 

Discussed how the new Blackboard ULTRA is working. Dr. Dames reminded the group that we 
can utilize the Listserve to collectively work on any courses or information needed. Some 
individuals have difficulty in inputting extra credit. One way you can do this by creating an 
assignment – mark incomplete/complete. There will not be any column scores until the 
student submits the assignment. You will then manually put in the points and post. * Note 
you will not see the grade – but it is calculated in the grade. 

To access OER Courses, contact your Blackboard Administrator. 2115 OER is full of rich 
content if anyone is unhappy with their ECCE 2115 course. 

SKILLS USA 

Judges are needed for Skills USA competitions for state and nationals. Last week was state, 
June 23 – 27 is Nationals in Atlanta. 

LANGUAGE AS A MISSING LINK TRAINING  

GA is now requiring all K-12 teachers to have Science of Reading training. DECAL Birth to age 8 reading 
requirements for training will be announced next week.  We should each be working to stay abreast of 
the requirements for new Birth – 8 teachers and try to incorporate that into our courses. At the 
October meeting it was reported that Emily Rubin has developed a training on language as a missing 
link.  The training is available to the community and our colleges.  At the end of this presentation, we 
will all receive the toolkit in order to provide this training for our students.  If the college wants to offer 
a micro-credential, then this training is available for the colleges to use.  This works well with ECCE 
1103.  The training is about 45 minutes long and can count as 3 hours of continuing education credits.  
There are things to do before and after the training that makes the total of three hours.  The colleges 
can take this and make some changes to make it their own.  It is meant to be shared with any college, 
community organization, or group.  Ms. Emily Rubin’s video will be emailed to the IFCC list serve. 

 

REGIONAL UPDATES 

NORTH REGION Christy Mitchell – Gwinnett Tech 

Atlanta Tech College  

We’re excited to share that our ECCE Inspire to Hire Event led by Jim Gale is offering students a unique 
opportunity to connect with local school districts and take the first step toward their professional 
careers. In partnership with four school districts and Atlanta Technical College, eligible candidates will 
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have the chance to interview directly with school representatives and may even receive contingency 
offer letters. This event brings students closer to real-world opportunities, setting them on the path to 
success! 

Sharron McIntyre was nominated as one of the finalists for the Rick Perkins Award representing as the 
teacher of the year for the Business Public Service Technology Division. 

We’re excited to share that our program is expanding and creating new opportunities for students! In 
partnership with The Promise Career Institute in Fulton County Schools and the Atlanta College and 
Career Academy in Atlanta Public Schools, we’re offering high school students the chance to earn two 
TCCs before graduating. The graduating students participate in our College & Career Expo & Golden 
APPLE Pinning ceremony as well as the commencement ceremony. We have enrolled a few past 
graduates in our degree program this past fall and spring. 

Chattahoochee Tech Updates 

The ECCE program has partnered with our Adult Education program to offer a cohort (ECCE TCC Basics) for Adult Education 
students. The partnership is funded by a DECAL grant obtained by our Adult Ed department. Students in the program are 
either high-school equivalency or ESL students (or recently graduated from these programs). The first cohort of 15 students 
begin classes in March. There was an overwhelming response when AE offered the opportunity to their adult learners. (85 
students were interested, and 35 applied!) 

Georgia Piedmont 

New ECCE Instructor, Christi Farmer. ECCE enrollment is up at least 15%. 

Georgia Northwestern 

Jennifer Dixon won the GNTC Rick Perkins award and is headed to the regionals.   

Tracy Wimberley is retiring in June 

Athens Tech 

Our student organization collected winter coats for a local elementary school (ongoing).  So far, we have 
collected 80 coats and 15 hats.  The school was really appreciative of the collection as many students 
were coming to school in hoodies during that brief cold snap. 

Gwinnett Tech 

We had a male student as a finalist for the goal competition for our college.  Our college has the highest enrollment in the 
state this semester.  

Lanier Tech 

working hard on adding an additional AA degree for an elem education pathway and hope to begin in the 
fall.     

North Georgia 

Nothing to report 

 

SOUTHERN REGION Carolyn F. Jones, Southern Regional Technical College  
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Albany Technical College:    

Ms. Arkimberly Robinson reported that they have a new Early Childhood Instructor, Ms. Mimieux Slacks on January 27, 
2025.  Also, it was reported that Albany Tech assisted 8 students with getting credits with Prior Learning Experience, and 
their Skills USA participant won second place (silver).    

Coastal Pines Technical College:  

Ms. Kalista Green reported no updates at Coastal Pines. 

South Georgia Technical College:  

Ms. Jaye Cripe reported that South Ga Tech is continuing to offer in-house and online courses. They have a large program but 
no new information. 

Savannah Technical College: 

Ms. Stephanie Grant reported that She and Tian Foss are in conjunction with Georgia Southern, have applied for a 2Gen 
grant with DECAL. They are anticipating hearing a decision regarding the grant at the beginning of next month. We wish them 

well! ����  

Professional Services Division welcomed a new dean. 

Tian took two students to SkillsUSA for the first time! How did they do? (Note: The competition is from 2/20–2/22.) 

This semester, we are offering our first Dual Enrollment course at one of the local high schools. We would like to continue 
building a strong partnership with our local school systems. 

Southern Regional Technical College:  

We would like to report that our ECCE Program had significant growth over the past two semesters.  We are offering blended 
ECCE classes which allows those students who work to take classes online while others prefer on-site campus classes.  This 
process has really made a difference in our program numbers. 

Also, we would like to report that we had a Welding student, Conner Mullen, participate in Skills USA State Welding Sculpture 
and he won 2nd Place.  Conner won 1st place last year in welding sculpture.  Congratulations on his success.  

Wiregrass Technical College:  

Kendall Curry reported that they have a new Vice President his name is Thomas Wesley.  April (their previous VP) retired in 
December 2024. There are no new hires, but there is talk about hiring our students in the ECCE and EDUC programs as part-
time substitutes. They have been continuing working in extending their program through career days at high schools in 
surrounding areas. 

CENTRAL REGION by Cristina Leville Central GA Technical College 

Southern Crescent Technical College 

Our ECCE program was highlighted at a recent Community Engagement Dinner in affiliation with 
University of Georgia. Our school is developing a partnership with them for prospective students. 

Oconee Fall Line: 
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Nothing from L. Mallette/Dublin Campus 

Ogeechee Tech 

Ogeechee Tech ECCE program chair, Paula Clifton has been part of ongoing committees, task force, and 
studies with Bulloch and other nearby counties to help address the rising child care crisis our 
communities are facing. 

Columbus Tech 

I wanted to share the two training videos that Columbus Technical College created: 

ECCE 1103: Child Growth and Development over Social and Emotional Learning: Social Emotional 
Learning Email Version.mp4 - Google Drive 

ECCE 1105: Healthy, Safety, and Nutrition over Children's Safety in an Active Shooter Situation Child 
Safety 01.mp4 - Child Safety 01.mp4 - Frame.io 

These videos will be emailed out to the ECCE listserve. 

Augusta Technical College 

· President Jermaine Whirl will be leaving the college at the beginning of April. 

· Following the selection of the YMCA as the new grantees of the Head Start program, the Y is now in 
partnership with Augusta Technical college; operating the Head Start classroom in the early childhood 
building. 

· After learning of the intended retirement of early childhood faculty Caroline Sowell and Gena Sapp, the 
college decided to discontinue offering early childhood on the Thomson and Burke County campuses. 
Early childhood will now only be offered on the Augusta main campus. 

Southeastern 

- Mindy’s student won Gold at Skills and will be going to Nationals. 

West GA 

· WGTC ECCE program is in discussions with Carroll County College and Career Academy's North and 
South locations to credential both of their ECE high school teachers to teach our Basic Certificate at their 
locations by fall AY26. 

· Waiting approval for the CAPS 2Gen Pilot program to be hosted on WGTC campuses. 

CONCLUSION AND ACTION ITEMS:  

Teacher apprentices should be included on the next IFCC meeting agenda. 
Invite DECAL Scholars to a future meeting to provide updates 
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Meeting Adjourned: 2:02pm 

Minutes Submitted By: Tian Foss 
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