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SPECIAL THANKS – GWINNETT TECHNICAL COLLEGE 

Before we present the minutes, we would like to send a big thank-you to the faculty/staff of Gwinnett 

Technical College.  They did an incredible job hosting the meeting, providing food and drink for 

everyone, and giving us a nice tour of their brand new building.  Thank you Gwinnett Technical College. 

 

Main Overall Meeting 

 Call to Order: Roll Call was made by Oenia Odums, Quorum determination  

 Introduction: Oenia introduced President Terry Hand and VP Joey Johnson 

 Introductions made from all schools (Names, Schools, Primary program area, etc…) 

 Old Business:  

 Confirming Officer Positions (we have some empty spots; but breakout sessions can handle that) 

 Quick Summary from last meeting (decisions made by each area).  Some decisions made by the 

various breakout meetings have not been updated yet; breakout sessions will discuss more 

 New Business:  

 Articulation Deals (Augusta Tech & Augusta University, Georgia Southern University and 

Ogeechee Technical College (design for any TCSG school transfer)  

 

 



CIST IFCC EXECUTIVE OFFICERS-2023 
 

POSITION NAME 

President Terry Hand 

Vice President Joey Johnson 
 

Regional Chairs  

North Chair ----------------- 

Central Chair ----------------- 

Southern Chair ----------------- 
 

Computer Programming  

Computer Programming Chair Bridget Willis 

Vice-Chair Caren Smith 
 

Computer Support  

Chair-Computer Support Tara Shackleford 

Vice-Chair Eddy Harden 
 

Cybersecurity  

Chair-Cybersecurity Jim Poarch 

Vice-Chair Albena Asenova-Belal 
 

Game Design  

Game Design Chair Tim Drexler 

Vice-Chair  
 

Networking  

Chair - Networking Dwight Watt 

Vice Chair Asad Khan  
 

Web Design  

Chair-Web Design  Charles Cash 

Vice Chair Rocky Spurlock 
 

 

Program Breakouts: 

 Each program group met individually to discuss their program areas.   

CIST-COMPUTER PROGRAMMING 

 

Computer Programming  

Computer Programming Chair Bridget Willis (bwillis@centralgatech.edu)  

Vice-Chair Caren Smith (csmith13@laniertech.edu)  

Computer Programming Minutes: 

 Bridget Willis (Computer Programming Chair) called the meeting to order 

 The group discussed when ACCT 1100, BUSN 1300, and MGMT 1120 would be removed from the 

CP23 Computer Programming program. The probe is waiting to be addressed in the President Council 

Meeting. 

mailto:bwillis@centralgatech.edu
mailto:csmith13@laniertech.edu


 Chattahoochee Technical College developed the CIST 2747 Python Programming II institutionally. 

The group asked if it could be changed over, and Mr. Christopher Bishop from Chattahoochee 

Technical College stated it could be switched to a state standard. The CIST 2472 would be added 

under the Tier 2 programming courses. 

 The group also discussed changing the course number from 2747 to 2300 to align with the other 

programming courses. 

 The group discussed developing Kotlin programming for Android and C++ Programming III. Kotlin 

is similar to Java; therefore, there may not be a need to create a state standard. Someone must develop 

both courses to bring to the next IFCC meeting. 

 The group discussed rewording the competencies specifically for gaming for CST 2742 Beginning 

Programming state standard. Making the standard more universal will allow others to teach the 

course. The Computer Programming and Gaming groups will work together to revise. 

 The group suggests renaming CIST 2742  Beginning Programming to Python Programming I to match 

the naming convention of other programming courses. 

 Niki Giles from Augusta Technical College recommended moving CIST 2383 (move CIST 2383 

(User Experience) from a Tier II programming course to Tier I and updating its description. User 

experience goes beyond mobile development. She will help with updating the description.  

 Remove CIST 2383 User Experience as a programming language. It should be an elective. Again, I 

can adjust the description.  

 Add CIST 2550 Web Development II as a tier II programming language. It currently has scripting 

technologies (we teach JavaScript in the course) , SQL and Web Development I as prerequisites. 

Students will have had at least one backend programming language course as well. CIST 2550 is full 

stack development and is an advanced level course.  

 

CIST-COMPUTER SUPPORT 

 

Computer Support  

Chair-Computer Support Tara Shackleford 

Vice-Chair Eddy Harden 
 

Computer Support Minutes: 

 New Business: Brianna Greenberg (former chair) has left the technical college that she was teaching 

at. It was voted on and agreed by members of the Computer Support Specialist group that Tara 

Shackleford will move from vice chair to chair and Eddy Harden will be the new vice chair.  



 After a few subcommittee discussions during Fall Semester, CIST 2130 Desktop Support Concepts 

was added as the new capstone class to replace CIST 2921 IT Analysis, Design, and Project 

Management. Some aspects of CIST 2921 were added to the updated KMS and it was discussed that a 

statewide Blackboard template be created. A team was created to help create this new template for 

CIST 2130. To give this team a starting point for ideas Laree Thomas’s template for CIST 2130 was 

emailed to the team. It was also discussed that CIST 2130 not be officially added to the current 

Computer Support Specialist program in all TCSG schools until next year because of current students 

in the program all over the state or it be added as an “or” class for now.  

 Some representatives of Computer Support Specialist added that perquisites be added before students 

take CIST 1122/1130/1401.  

 At the final meeting of the day it was suggested that we all go back to our individual schools and have 

that conversation with our dean 

 

CIST-CYBERSECURITY (MEETING MINUTES) 

 

Cybersecurity  

Chair-Cybersecurity Jim Poarch 

Vice-Chair Albena Asenova-Belal 
 

Cybersecurity Minutes: 

1. Articulation with Augusta University: Expression of interest in participating in articulation 

discussions with Augusta University. Further details are to be explored in subsequent meetings. 

2. Information Security Program Update: Recognition of Gwinnett Tech as the pioneer in starting the 

Information Security Program, credited to Mr. Mehmet Kilinc.  Confirmation of the decision made in 

the previous meeting for removing COMP 1000 and introducing FYES for the Cyber program, along 

with removing CY12/CY13, and commencing IS23 (original 72 hours program). 

3. ListServ for CAE: Proposal by Mr. Jim Poarch for creating a ListServ for CAE. Pending further 

discussion and implementation. 

4. Guided Electives: Agreement on making all electives Guided Electives so each college could choose 

what elective they would like to offer.  It was voted in the main meeting to do this for all programs.   

5. Change from Computer Forensics to Digital Forensics: Proposal by Mr. Jim Poarch to change the 

Computer Forensics class to Digital Forensics, with unanimous approval. 

6. Python Inclusion: Proposal to include Python in the program curriculum. Not all schools teach 

Python. 



7. Augusta Tech SOC Elective: Augusta Tech let everyone know that they were developing the SOC 

course (CIST 2614). Exploration of possible collaboration with other schools.  

8. Course Elevation: Proposal to elevate CIST1602 to a higher-level course, with Augusta Tech 

teaching it in the last semester.  

9. SkillsUSA and NCL Participation: Mr. Terry Hand proposed SkillsUSA participation for all, and 

Mr. Jim Poarch proposed National Cyber League (NCL) involvement. Pending further discussion. 

10. Compensation for Cybersecurity Faculty: Proposal to provide compensation for Cybersecurity 

Faculty as the busiest program across all colleges. Discussion on the details and implications to 

follow. 

11. Integration of AI in Cybersecurity Curriculum: Discussion incorporating AI into the curriculum, 

including Cyberdime, Red VS. Blue Cybersecurity Threat Game, and AI-based homework 

assignments. 

 

CIST-GAMING 

 

Gaming   

Gaming Chair Tim Drexler 

Vice Chair  
 

Gaming Minutes 

 Participants: Tim Drexler, Shane Archibald, Todd McCampbell 

 Shane was interested in learning about Unity vs Unreal. Tim explained the differences between the 

two programs as he saw it, and the good and bad of each.  

 Todd asked about the concerns of A.I. on game development. Tim responded noting that the Skills 

USA competition allows for A.I. to be used to create code for game in the Interactive Application 

(game design) competition.  

 Tim was asked about what software he teaches. Tim mentioned several, including Maya, Lightwave, 

Substance painter and Unreal.  

 Shane and Todd asked about Blender. Tim noted that Blender is not used in many professional studios 

but is growing. Tim believes Blender may overtake other 3D design tools in the coming years.  

 Tim went through all his courses, explaining what is entailed in each. He then shared with everyone 

his YouTube lecture series that he has created over the years. 



 Todd and Shane asked if Athens Tech, Gwinnett Tech and Wiregrass could put together an online 

game jam competition. Tim agreed, but stated it needed to be after the Skills USA competitions so as 

it doesn't interfere. 

 Shane asked if Tim would be interested in offering E-Campus courses. Tim said yes, but the software 

and hardware issues would need to be assessed first.  

 The meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

 

CIST-NETWORKING 

Networking  

Chair - Networking Dwight Watt 

Vice Chair Asad Khan  
 

Networking Minutes 

 Dwight Watt called the meeting to order and started meeting by stating that we would need to agree 

on the revisions made to the Microsoft Server concentration of four courses.  

 Asad Khan from Gwinnett Technical College has been tasked as the Chair for the initiative to design 

and develop a Microsoft Azure cloud concentration of courses for the Networking program.  If you 

want to help provide an email on the Networking Listserv. 

 Another concentration that needs to be developed is a Google or Google Cloud specialization, and 

Asad has also volunteered to chair and lead this initiative (provide email if you want to help) 

 A discussion is held about the change Microsoft made from MCSA and MCSE certifications to job 

orientated certifications. Dwight mentions the federal government wants to jump in and ensure this 

short term training is meaningful and worthwhile, with all the smaller certifications out there.  

 A discussion is held on the quality of instructors for the CompTIA and TestOut approaches to the 

trainings that Dwight has sent out to everyone to join and prepare for these certifications.  

 Dwight mentions free vouchers from CompTIA are available to everyone as a CompTIA Academy 

member for attending the TTT sessions.  

 He mentions he has removed objectives from the standards for the CIST 2411 course because they no 

longer exist in Windows 11, like Internet Explorer.  

 Asad mentions TestOut provides two hybrid Server/Azure administration courses for the single Azure 

Hybrid Server Administration exams, AZ-800 and AZ-801.  

 Dwight mentions the changes between installing Server locally and in the cloud in Azure is a 

preference and not much difference between the two.  



 Networking went over the Microsoft Server concentration courses (CIST 2411, 2412, 2413, 2414); 

specifically the updates Dwight proposed  

 Each handout described the updates that Dwight has proposed, as Chair of the Networking 

subcommittee in the Cyber and Related IFCC (for detailed coverage contact Dwitt Watt or Asad 

Khan) 

 Here is short summary of updates (but again; for detailed look at their discussion please contact 

Dwight Watt or Asad Khan; the information below is a summary). 

CIST 2411 Updates:  

 Terminology changes discussed. Cengage vs TestOut curriculum options discussed (textbooks). The 

current iteration of the course was written for Windows 7/8.   

CIST 2412 Updates: Title change and standard/outcome is different and new.  

 Jeff inquires about the standards; Dwight states the standards are in line with course material: 

https://faculty.cengage.com/titles/9780357436158  

 Dwight asks everyone to remove Windows Server edition number from the standards, so that it is 

applicable to both or any version that is utilized for the courses, including any future updates  

 Dwight states that most of the content found in the old CIST 2412, 2413, and 2414 are now found in 

one course, the revised CIST 2412. However, it is not in depth as the three courses.  

 Dwight states that prerequisites are not a TCSG mandate, but a local designation to be decided at the 

institution level; A discussion is held on whether to require CIST 2411 or CIST 2412 before CIST 

2413 and CIST 2414. Dwight states that he doesn’t see any need to do so.  

 Dwight suggests not having any prerequisites on the updated Microsoft courses but as faculty 

advisors, we can guide students if needed to take courses before other courses.  

CIST 2413 Updates:  

 Dwight has used the AZ-900 and DP-900 exams from Microsoft for this course, which are the Azure 

Fundamentals and Azure Data Fundamentals certifications (discussions were held about reasons for 

two courses in one; Dwight informs the group that the justification is due to the short length of each 

respective certification prep course) 

 Jeff inquires why Data and not Security with this course. Asad states he will use the other ones in the 

development of the Azure concentration, including Security and AI.  

 This course will work in the new Azure concentration as well, with this course included in both the 

Server concentration and the Azure concentration.  

 Someone inquires whether you need to have training or certification in hand to teach Azure or Google 

courses, and the answer is no (Asad mentions the requirement in the CIS division at Gwinnett 

https://faculty.cengage.com/titles/9780357436158


Technical College to have textbooks for each course, and he has utilized Wiley for AWS and will use 

it for Azure.) 

 Dwight states that at Georgia Northwestern Technical College, the administration wants students to 

use free resources and avoid paid material if possible.  

 Lorenzo mentions this is the case for the Cisco courses, where students can use the material found in 

the Cisco Academy instead of the books.  

 Jeff states students can enroll in Microsoft Learn and would that roll over to a course if they had 

completed work beforehand. Dwight states that you should be able to create a course in Microsoft 

Learn and put students in the course to learn the material.  

 Dwight states that Google lets you create classes as well. Asad states that he will dive deep into the 

Microsoft Learn material to discover what is required. 

 Dwight states that students can continue to learn on their own in the Microsoft Learn platform for free 

as well. 

CIST 2414 Updates: Dwight states he build this course on Tomsho’s new Cengage textbook.  

 There is also a TestOut product for hybrid server administration you can choose to use, called TestOut 

Hybrid Server Pro: Advanced for AZ-801. 

 Dwight didn’t want just the local or azure only approach because he wanted students to see the whole 

picture for deployment, and be prepared for server locally or Azure in the cloud in their occupations.  

 There is a discussion of Microsoft building a data center in Rome, and potential buildings in Atlanta 

as well, (Atlanta Microsoft has announced on hold currently) which would provide networking and 

occupational opportunities for our students in the respective regions.  

 It is decided to take off the Server edition number off the standards, like in CIST 2412, so that the 

standards are more universal.  

 Someone inquires about the expiration dates for courses students have taken in years past. 

 Dwight said it is 5 years for them and Southern Crescent as well. It is 7 years at Gwinnett Tech still, 

Asad states.  

 Dwight discusses some courses being too outdated for things like Microsoft Office, when they 

introduced the Ribbon in the products after a certain iteration, so older courses should not be 

considered after a period of time.  

 Lorenzo asks about the 4th Cisco course and Dwight said let’s leave it as network elective 

requirements, be it in DevNet, Security, AWS Cloud Foundations, etc. (Some type networking 

course). 



 The meeting wraps up with the confirmation of the two committees for Azure and Google Cloud 

concentration, headed by Asad, the needed revision of the standards for 2412 and 2414 to remove 

Server edition numbers, and the push for the implementation of these Server course updates to be held 

in Summer or Fall of 2024. Dwight states the changes may have to go through a full process but Oenia 

mentions in the subsequent breakout following this breakout that it should not.  

 

CIST-WEB DESIGN 

 

Web Design  

Chair-Web Design  Charles Cash 

Vice Chair Rocky Spurlock 
 

Web-Design / UX Design & Development Minutes 

 Attendees: Charles Cash, C.J. DiNofrio, Tanya Mosley, Manal Nasir, Anny Ojekwe, Karen Smith, 

Rocky Spurlock 

 The meeting started with introductions and review of March meeting minutes which was approved. 

 Discussion was centered around attendees’ vision for the program to be more valuable to students and 

suitable for employer’s needs. At Gwinnett Tech, Manal Nasir is looking to revamp their program to 

include a user experience (UX) course and a python programming course. Manal is considering 

removing one of the two web graphics courses since both use Photoshop. 

 At Chattahoochee Tech, Anny Ojekwe uses two textbooks in addition to Adobe Photoshop to give 

students a deeper understanding of web graphics. Course projects in the program give students hands 

on experience related to web design, web development, UX design, and web graphics. Tanya Mosley 

uses Cengage MindTap for web development class to help students practice and retain concepts. 

Projects are also used to have students demonstrate skills learned in the course. Some of the other 

institutions also use Cengage MindTap/ Cengage Unlimited. 

 At Lanier Tech, Karen Smith wants to revamp Web Design program and welcomes ideas.  

 At Southern Crescent Tech, Charles Cash uses Figma for conceptual designs and REACT (JavaScript 

library) in Web Technologies course for creating applications. In his Web graphics II, he uses 

Illustrator and InDesign. He also mentioned checking our Adobe conferences for new developments 

related to AI and graphics. 

 At North Georgia Tech, C.J DiNofrio expressed his continued interested in the UX Design program at 

Chattahoochee Tech. He supports the removal of IT Project Management (CIST 2921) from the 

curriculum. 



 At Georgia Northwestern, Rocky Spurlock is interested in adding python as a programming elective 

choice and removing IT Project Management (CIST 2921). 

 Discussion about other technologies used for program courses included XAMPP, Notepad++, 

NetBeans, Visual Studio Code, and CodePen. Charles also shared an activity he uses to encourage 

online course students’ participation. Virtual escape rooms!! So cool!!  

 Action Items:  

 The group will endeavor to meet virtually as needed to discuss moving UX Design to the state 

standards, possibly to replace Web Design.  

 Discussion about removal of CIST 2921 will continue and hopefully be moved to a vote soon. 

 Innovative ways to promote student engagement will be explored and shared. 

 Meeting adjourned! 

 Revisions/Additions to 11/3/2023 Meeting Minutes ( 

 We should ask Oenia for a WebEx “room” for the Web Design IFCC.  

 I suggest further research into Online Student Engagement.  

 Additional tools to consider for your graphic/design courses:  Adobe Express (currently free) uses 

AI –social media templates, fast prototyping Adobe Express; Adobe Firefly generative AI  Adobe 

Firefly; Adobe Max is their annual creativity conference(October). Since Covid it has been online 

and free to attend. 

 

 

 

https://new.express.adobe.com/
https://firefly.adobe.com/
https://firefly.adobe.com/

