Technical College
System of Georgia

INSTRUCTIONAL FACULTY CONSORTIUM COMMITTEE (IFCC)

SOCIAL WORK MEETING MINUTES

Date: Thursday, February 08, 2024
Time: 1:00 pm

Location: Virtual

Meeting Facilitator: Dr. Nathalie Dames
Recorder: Jennifer Green

Attendees: Dr. Nathalie Dames - TCSG, Jennifer Green - SRTC, Dr. Pamela Turner — Georgia Northwestern, Betty
Watts — Athens Tech, Deona Carter-Ecampus, Pamela Segers — North Georgia Tech, Shona Bennett — Albany
Tech

WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER:

The meeting was called to order by Betty. Dr. Turner made a motion to approve agenda as written. It was
seconded by Jennifer. The minutes from the previous meeting were reviewed. Dr. Turner made a motion to
approve the minutes as written and it was seconded and approved.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS: Dr. Turner made a motion to nominate Betty to continue as chairperson and
Jennifer as Secretary. Jennifer seconded the motion for Betty to remain as chairperson and Betty seconded the
motion for Jennifer to remain as secretary. Both parties agreed to continue and the motions were approved.

ECAMPUS: Dr. Carter shared about Ecampus and how the process works. All 22 colleges in the state will
participate in Ecampus which allows schools to expand their access. All schools will have an Ecampus liaison.
Schools will serve as a home institution and a host institution. The liaison helps determine what the college
needs from other schools and what they may need to host. All classes will be on shared site that will also be
accessible off site via VPN. There’s a 70-30 split of tuition between host and home institutions. The start and end
dates for the semester for Ecampus courses will be different from regular courses.

Other discussion centered around concerns that colleges that offer face-to-face or hybrid courses may lose
students who want to take classes online. Transcripts won’t change. Ecampus is a delivery method and is no
different than hybrid, online or web-enhanced course delivery method.

DISCUSSION SUMMARY:

Betty presented the possibility of a TCC program (Digital, Media, Information & Communication Technology for
Social Work). Education will be provided in these areas so social workers are more proficient with technology.
The TCC is proposed to be 24 credit hours and includes the following courses: FSSE1000, COMP1000,
SOCW2000, SOCW2012, SOCW2160, SOCW2170, SOCW2180 and SOCW2190. The group thought this was an
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amazing idea and very much needed in the field. Dr. Dames spoke about how to bring the TCC into fruition by
going through the proper channels.

College program updates:

SRTC — Jennifer reported her program will begin offering classes in ECampus summer semester. She also
reported her program also started offering synchronous classes spring 24. Things are going well with that. There
are some minor issues and concerns, but they are working through those things. Dr. Turner reported she offered
the same type classes but ran into issues with students deciding not to come to class once they knew they could
attend via computer. She also reported engagement issues. She did it for two semesters and had to stop
because it wasn’t effective.

No updates for Social Work Month.

Athens Tech did some awareness and information boards for Black History Month, but nothing to the extent
that they would like to be doing.

Dr. Turner reported that she was told acknowledging Black History Month on her campus may be offensive to
other students, so they did not have any activities.

Jennifer made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Dr. Turner seconded it. The meeting was adjourned.

Minutes Submitted By: Jennifer Green
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