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SPECIAL THANKS – CENTRAL GEORGIA TECHNICAL COLLEGE 

Before we present the minutes, we would like to send a big thank-you to the faculty/staff of Central 

Georgia Technical College.   
 

Main Overall Meeting 

 Call to Order: Roll Call made by Joey Johnson 

 Quorum was achieved (Some schools were not present) 

 The Previous Minutes were sent to everyone (Joey covered some key points) 

 New Business Concepts 

 Emerging Technologies topic discussed (Robotics, UAV, AI); more research will be done in 2024 

 Gamification (using Gaming software to enhance the classroom curriculum)—CYRIN and more; 

we will be meeting with companies throughout the year on this idea 

 Esports and Competitive Gaming; are there schools competing 

 Curriculum Specialist Update (Oenia Odums) 

 Open floor to discuss business with Oenia Odums 

 Guest Speakers: 

 JBL: Demo of learning platform 

 zSpace (AR/VR Learning Experiences: Topic-Virtual reality learning experience that can improve 

student outcomes and increase student engagement 

 Robert Keown, Executive Director: Topic-AI in the Classroom 



CIST IFCC EXECUTIVE OFFICERS-2023 
 

POSITION NAME 

President Terry Hand 

Vice President Joey Johnson 
 

Regional Chairs  

North Chair ----------------- 

Central Chair ----------------- 

Southern Chair ----------------- 
 

Computer Programming  

Computer Programming Chair Bridget Willis 

Vice-Chair Caren Smith 
 

Computer Support  

Chair-Computer Support Tara Shackleford 

Vice-Chair Eddy Harden 
 

Cybersecurity  

Chair-Cybersecurity Jim Poarch 

Vice-Chair Albena Asenova-Belal 
 

Database  

Database Chair ---------------------------- 

Vice-Chair  
 

Game Design  

Game Design Chair Tim Drexler 

Vice-Chair  
 

Networking  

Chair - Networking Dwight Watt 

Vice Chair Asad Khan  
 

Web Design  

Chair-Web Design  Charles Cash 

Vice Chair Rocky Spurlock 
 

 

Program Breakouts: 

 Each program group met individually to discuss their program areas.   

CIST-COMPUTER PROGRAMMING 

 

Computer Programming  

Computer Programming Chair Bridget Willis (now – Josh Lehman) 

Vice-Chair Caren Smith (now – Niki Giles) 
 

Computer Programming Minutes: 

 Caren Smith (Computer Programming Vice-Chair) called the meeting to order 

 We voted on a new Chair and Vice-Chair. Chair Josh Lehman and Co-Chair Niki Giles 



 The group discussed the Swift training and it is currently being offered out of State. Oenia informed 

us that the training is paid for but the individual college will have to pay for travel. 

 The group also discussed the enrollment in the three (3) Swift courses being taught. It was agreed that 

enrollment is low. Students enroll in the first course but don’t enroll in the next course or if they do it 

is never enough students to run the course. 

 We discussed creating a TCC that includes 1001, 1305, 2742, 2747. Not sure of a name right now, we 

will revisit due to 2747 is in its first term of being taught. Chattahoochee Technical College is 

currently teaching CIST 2747 Python Programming II. 

 The group discussed reworking CIST 2921. Since Computer Programming is the only program that 

requires this course we want to gear it towards the programming students.  

 

CIST-COMPUTER SUPPORT 

 

Computer Support   

Computer Support Chair Tara Shackleford (Tara.Shackleford@westgatech.edu)  

Vice-Chair Eddy Harden (eddy.harden@wiregrass.edu)  
 

Computer Support Minutes: 

 Tara Shackleford-(Computer Support Chair) called the meeting to order 

 We started our meeting with the discussion on the upcoming changes to CompTIA/TestOut. Mainly 

the possible changes of how the now former TestOut will look and the way the assessments will be 

presented to our students. 

 We had a NearPod product demo. We feel like it would provide us with a more interactive way to 

present material to our students. 

 We continued the AI discussion and all the ideas of how it can improve the way we teach or present 

certain aspects of our classes. We also discussed the concerns of how our students could use it.  

 We also discussed CIST 2921 IT Analysis, Design, and Project Management is now going to be an 

“or” option with CIST 2130 Desktop Support Concepts for the degree and diploma going forward. It 

was also mentioned that the Helpdesk TCC is going to have to go to probe due to the changes that 

were made to CIST 2130. 

 It was also discussed that we look at specialty Short Certificates. The possible topics for these are 

Microsoft Teams, Slack, and Google Docs. 

 Meeting adjourned at 03:15 PM.  
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CIST-CYBERSECURITY (MEETING MINUTES) 

 

Cybersecurity  

Chair-Cybersecurity Jim Poarch 

Vice-Chair Albena Asenova-Belal 
 

Cybersecurity Minutes: 

1. Articulation Agreement with Augusta University last Friday, March 15 

2. Cyber range very expensive- $120 an hour 

3. Labs from Augusta Tech for all TCSG Colleges to work with  

4. We re-vote to not teach COMP 1000, college 1010 (Success) similar to First Year Experience  

5. The voted for All electives to be guided electives 

6. Linux need to be taught  

7. We need associate degree with 72 hours  

8. At Central Georgia Tech they offer only 60 credit hours and Security+ they use 2602 to prepare them 

9. 1602 need to be taught at a higher level 

10. DoD4570 for certification (google it) 

11. CIST 2640 Security Operation Analysts (for the SOC) (Augusta Tech created it as an elective) 

12. JBL have so many problems  

13. Schools need to use NCL and include it in the curriculum and the syllabus starting in 1601 

14. Discussion about SkillsUSA for Cybersecurity  

15. Raising the pay for Cybersecurity security Adjuncts and Full Time 

16. AI- Augusta Tech is promoting AI in the Forensic Course  

17. Cain and Able for forensic and free Linux 

18. A Cyber Summit in Augusta in May (14&15) 

19. List of all TCSG Colleges Classes’ Textbooks  

20. Terry asked why we have to teach 1602. Jim proposed to make it as a Capstone Class in the end. 

21. Using AI for teaching purposes - Jim shared with us his experience  

22. State Competition between TCSG Schools- proposed by Jim 

23. Talking some more about the Articulation Agreement with AU 

 

 

 

 



CIST-DATABASE 

 

Gaming   

Database Chair -------------------------- 

Vice Chair  
 

Database Minutes 

 ------------------------------- 

CIST-GAMING 

 

Gaming   

Gaming Chair Tim Drexler 

Vice Chair  
 

Gaming Minutes 

 Tim Drexler (Gaming Chair) called the meeting to order 

 Tim Drexler met with Maylon Walker to discuss the DMPT 3D absorption into CIST.  

 Maylon presented several courses that he wished to use to create a new specialization.  

 Tim Drexler showed Maylon the current CIST Game Design courses that are offered to compare them 

with the DMPT courses.  

 Tim Drexler asked if the current CIST Game Design courses could be used as a substitute.  

 Maylon believed that the CIST course objectives did not line up with what the DMPT courses offered 

and preferred to keep the current DMPT courses.  

 Oenia was called over to discuss the possibility of creating this new specialization.  

 It was proposed and discussed that a new specialization was possible with the current DMPT courses.  

 Tim Drexler asked Maylon to send him the DMPT course objectives on Monday so that he could 

compare them with the current CIST offerings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CIST-NETWORKING 

Networking  

Chair - Networking Dwight Watt 

Vice Chair Asad Khan  
 

Networking Minutes 

 Dwight Watt (Networking Chair) called the meeting to order  

 Dwight Watt, Chair, Georgia Northwestern Tech, Asad Khan, Vice Chair, Gwinnett Tech 

 Lorenzo Clarke, Gwinnett Tech; Cuong Nguyen, Georgia Perimeter Tech; James Powers, 

Southeastern Tech; Felicia Everidge, Central GA Tech; Gordon Carns, Southern Crescent Tech; 

Cassandra Henderson, Albany Tech; Brandon Mcneal, Oconee Fall Line Tech; Eric Bowe, West GA 

Tech; Joey Johnson, Wiregrass Tech 

 Dwight mentioned that Cisco training is available with Stanly Community College for anyone wishing 

to become Cisco certified.  

 Some attendees discuss being enrolled in a few courses right now themselves. 

 Dwight mentioned that Certiport now has a IT Specialist certificate geared towards Cybersecurity and 

Networking, where the Cybersecurity one will also net you the CCST (Cisco Certified Support 

Technician in Cybersecurity) certificate, which he earned. 

 Asad confirms this, as he has also gotten the Cybersecurity and Networking Certiport ones.  

 Dwight mentions that 2 of the 4 revised courses for the current Microsoft concentration have been 

approved by Oenia and will be available to update to, within the next year, if desired. 

 Dwight mentions we currently do not know which 2 these are. 

 Referencing the Fall 2023 meeting, the Networking IFCC did update CIST 2411 to Windows 11, 

CIST 2412 to include either TestOut or Cengage material with updated Windows Server edition, CIST 

2413 to be Azure and Azure Data Fundamentals, AZ-900 and DP-900 certification exams, and CIST 

2414 to be hybrid Server with either TestOut or Tomsho’s new book. 

 Dwight references that Asad is working on a new Microsoft Azure Cloud concentration, which may 

use CIST 2413 as a foundation.  

 Dwight desires to one day have a Google concentration, as well as a general cloud concentration, 

consisting of the CompTIA Cloud+ and one course from each of the other cloud concentrations. 

 Dwight mentions the Network+ is updating in June 2024, with version N10-009 coming out. 

 

 

 



CIST-WEB DESIGN 

 

Web Design  

Chair-Web Design  Charles Cash 

Vice Chair Rocky Spurlock 
 

Web-Design / UX Design & Development Minutes 

 Charles Cash (Web Design Chair) called the meeting to order 

 Attendees: Charles Cash, C.J. DiNofrio, Rocky Spurlock, Wendy Price, Susan Glenn, CJ DiNofrio, 

Jim Pund, Manal Nasir 

 Charles read the minutes from the last breakout session.  Rocky Spurlock made the motion to accept 

minutes and Wendy Price seconded. The motion was passed to accept the minutes. 

 A discussion was held about adding a webex meeting for the web design group in between meetings.  

 C.J. informed the group that North Georgia Tech is phasing out the web design/development program. 

 A discussion was held about adding python as one of the languages offered in the web 

design/development programs. Rocky Spurlock made the motion to add CIST 2742 - Beginning 

Python Programming as one of the programming language options for student in the web design 

program. Susan Glenn seconded and the motion passed with 100% voting yes.  

 Oenia Odums joined and we discussed updates to the program with regards to the increase in credit 

hours to cist 1510, cist 1520 and cist 2550. Oenia informed the group that it is ready to probe. She 

then went through the process of getting approval with the group. Oenia stated that the changes should 

be approved by Fall.  

 A discussion was held about the creation of short term TCC’s. Gwinnett Tech is looking to develop a 

nine hour TCC short certificate.  

 A discussion was held on AI. The group will bring their ideals to the webex meetings.  

 Introductions were made by each member in attendance. 

 Charles Cash discussed finding a pipeline to industry to help students with jobs and internships. A 

discussion was held about getting students real world experience. We will talk about getting help from 

the state in our webex meetings. 

 A general discussion was held about the presentations from the morning. 

 Meeting was adjourned. 


