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TECHNICAL COLLEGE SYSTEM OF GEORGIA 

ACCOUNTING PROCEDURES MANUAL

This procedure applies to technical colleges and system office

5.4  
Accounting/Chartfield Identifiers

General

The accounting system supported by the State of Georgia requires specific accounting or chartfield identifiers. Accounting or chartfield identifiers are used to classify accounting transactions created in subsystems or entered directly into the General Ledger.  

Accounting or Chartfield Identifiers used by the State of Georgia, TCSG System Office and the Technical Colleges consist of the following: 

· Business Unit: A unique five digit code used to identify each state agency or technical college. 

· Fund: A unique five digit code used by the State of Georgia to account for and allocate resources in separate subentities (funds) based upon the purposes for which they are to be expended and the means by which spending activities are legally controlled.  

· Fund Source:  A five digit code used to designate revenue sources and track expenditures made against those revenues.  Fund source identifiers are also utilized to account for assets, liabilities and fund balances and/or net assets for a specific funding source.  For Federal programs a separate fund source must be established for each grant received.  
· Departments (formerly known as organizations): A code used to identify separate departments within each Business Unit.   

· Program: A unique seven digit code used to designate revenue sources and track expenditures made against those revenues. Program Identifiers are also utilized to account for assets, liabilities, fund balances and/or net assets for a specific funding source. For Federal programs a separate program code must be established for each grant received. The first two digits of a program code have been standardized for statewide reporting purposes. Reference the State of Georgia Accounting Procedures Manual for specifics at http://www.state.ga.us/Departments/AUDIT/ppd/apmanual.html.  

· Project:  A unique code used to identify separate grants, gifts, endowments and capital projects within a specific program identifier. Separate financial projects must be established for each funding combination associated with a Federal program identifier and only one Federal program identifier must be assigned to each financial project identifier. 

· Account: A unique six digit code used to identify assets, liabilities, fund balance/net assets, revenues and other financing sources, expenditures/expenses and other financing uses. All Account codes are maintained by the Department of Audits and Accounts for the State of Georgia. The State Chart of Accounts lists the accounts necessary to maintain State accounting records as required by budgetary statutes and by generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP).

· Subclass – A unique three digit code used to group types of expenditures to assist with budgetary control.  All subclass codes are maintained by the Department of Audits and Accounts for the State of Georgia.

